ISSUE 31

OCTOBER 2015

www.europeansquir relinitiative .or g

Published by the European Squirrel Initiative

Is this the future?

Editorial
I find it an honour and a privilege to be leading such a worthwhile and
effective charity as ESI and I thank my fellow trustees and our many
supporters for their trust and for their best wishes. My special thanks go to
our outgoing chairman, George Farr, for his hard work and leadership over
the last five years.
Almost my whole career in and around
woodland management and timber
processing has involved battling
grey squirrel damage to broadleaved
woodlands, with the last 20 years also
battling to save the reds.
I don’t want to diminish the hard
work and commitment of the men and
women engaged in the fight but we
have enough experience to know that
red squirrel conservation and growing
broadleaved trees is quite easy once
you have the grey squirrel (and deer)
under control.
ESI has fought many “hearts and
minds” battles over the last 12 years.
We have persuaded governments to
engage in squirrel management and
gone a long way to dispel publicperception myths about grey squirrel
control.
It seems to me that we need
to revisit some of these messages
again. I do not know if it is because
there has been a rotation of staff in

In Brief...
Newly appointed
Chairman of ESI,
Andy Wiseman,
has over 30 years’
experience of grey
squirrel control
around the UK.
He is the former chair of the Borders
Squirrel Management Group, currently
chairs the Red Squirrels in South
Scotland advisory group and sits
on the steering group of the national
Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrel project.
He works as a Woodland Advisor
for Buccleuch, who are founder
members of ESI, and has been a
trustee and a member of the ESI
management committee since the
charity’s creation.

the public agencies or whether the
people that we dealt with previously
have now moved on, moved up or
retired. Nevertheless, there has been a
noticeable change in approach and we
need to challenge certain policy and
dogma that has recently evolved, while
continuing to support those who battle
the grey squirrel.
Recently, politicians have
been talking about the “social,
environmental and financial importance
of forestry”; the “importance of forestry
in Climate Change and developing
resilience”; how “forestry and wood
processing is positive for the economy,
environment, recreation and health”
and how forestry is a “multi-faceted
resource with many tangible and
intangible benefits” (all recent quotes
from politicians). In addition, in the
UK we have aspirations to increase
our sustainable woodland area and
develop improved broadleaved
planting stock.

This is all good but it seems to
me that there is an elephant (or at
least a large rodent) in the room that
threatens all the hard work, investment
and public money spent on the above.
Added to that, it happens to be an
invasive non-native rodent species.
We need to increase awareness
that the control of the greys is the
most effective way of preserving the
future of the native red squirrel and
securing our broadleaved forests.
I hope you will continue to support us
in our fight to influence policy and in
our research on new and innovative
methods of controlling the grey
squirrel.
Andy Wiseman
ESI Chairman

Jigger Writes...
Caught in the Act
In my years as a squirrel trapper I have
caught thousands of squirrels, some
with different things in their mouths
such as nuts, acorns, conkers,
drey-making material and so on.
Occasionally, if the shoot beaters get
there before me, there have been
squirrels with satsumas in their paws,
cigarettes in their mouths and even,
once, a cuddly toy and a life-size
plastic hand, cut off at the wrist;
such is their horseplay.
When Spring comes and all the nuts have gone, it’s ‘squirrel hungry time’ and
‘squirrel damage time’ when they skin trees and rob birds’ nests. I once caught a
squirrel in a trap with a hedge sparrow’s egg in its mouth; one of my favourite little
birds always minding their business and keeping away from the squabbling kind.
Sadly, I thought, this is one clutch I will not see…
Jigger is a vermin controller at an estate in Suffolk.
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ESI Update - by Andrew Kendall, ESI
I would like to begin this review of activity of the last six months by paying
tribute to George Farr who has handed over the Chairmanship of ESI to
Andy Wiseman. ESI has achieved a huge amount during the five years of
George’s Chairmanship and many of the initiatives that he has helped start
and guide are referred to in this edition of the newsletter. It has been said
that ESI “punches above its weight”, I think we can thank George for some
of that muscle.
In the last newsletter we reported
on the conference ESI organised to
discuss invasive alien species, it was a
great success and there is now every
indication that grey squirrels will be
included on the list of “union concern”.
This will be a major achievement
and will help enormously in focusing
governments’ attention on the control
of grey squirrels both here in the UK
and in other parts of Europe where they
are present.
ESI has been active through the
media issuing press releases including
welcoming work that is being done
into the impact that pine martens may
have on squirrel populations, an area
which ESI continues to take an active
interest. ESI has recently produced a
questionnaire for organisations involved
in game shooting in both the north and
south of Ireland to assess what impact
pine martens may have on their shoots.
As is reported in the newsletter Craig

Shuttleworth’s book was published
in July by ESI. The book ties together
subjects covering habitat, ecology,
disease, conservation and population
management of the red squirrel as
well as its complex interaction with the
American grey squirrel.
A new initiative is being piloted
with BASC to look at ways in which
authorised and organised shooting
groups can be used to control grey
squirrels. While in its early stages, this
could assist landowners and woodland
owners in controlling grey squirrels in
an effective and efficient way.
ESI continues to work closely
with the manufacturers of the
Goodnature trap, exploring ways of
making this available here in the UK
as an innovative and effective way of
controlling grey squirrels.
Finally, as you will read elsewhere
in the magazine ESI has taken up
the cudgels against the Forestry
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Andrew Kendall has been involved
with ESI since its founding in 2002,
and is responsible for the day to day
operation of the charity.
Commission’s decision not to allow
shooting of grey squirrels on its
estate. We believe that this is an
anomalous decision and is out of step
with virtually every other landowner
and NGO in the country. It is rather
ironic that the Forestry Commission,
whose responsibilities it is to protect
and safeguard woodlands, is failing
to embrace the full range of control
methods available for grey squirrels.
ESI has been lobbying government on
this matter and will continue to press
for properly organised and widespread
grey squirrel control activity to take
place on Forestry Commission land.

Hidden in Plain Sight –
Trapping Urban Squirrels
Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels project announce “very successful” trial of
urban traps “hidden in plain sight”.
Aberdeen has an island population
of grey squirrels which it was feared
could spread to the surrounding
countryside, threatening the native red
squirrel population. Traditional trapping
is not possible in areas with high levels
of public use, where there is little
ground cover, or adjacent to houses,
offices, or sensitive sites (schools,
hospitals etc.).
In spring 2015, Steve Willis,
North-east Scotland Project Officer
of Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels
(SSRS), working with Grey Squirrel
Control Officer, James Kennedy, and
local volunteer Bill Nicholson, began
trials in busy urban areas using traps
hidden inside wooden boxes. Boxes
were sited in an area of the city that
had previously proven nearly impossible
to trap effectively, which Steve Willis
believes has contributed to the success
of the trial, with very impressive capture
rates, higher than would have been
predicted using traditional methods.
“You can’t set traps where they

can easily be seen by members of
the public, or where dogs, foxes
or badgers could disturb the trap,”
explains Steve Willis. “Stained green,
our final design looks like an owl box
and is well camouflaged. We have now
used traps at several locations around
Aberdeen, catching 50 grey squirrels
in two weeks in a wood where ground
traps could only be used sparingly and
were often disturbed. They have been
used with great results in two busy
urban parks. Following our success
in a challenging urban environment,
we believe this to be a genuine means
of eradicating grey squirrels in public
spaces,” Steve Willis concludes.
The Practicalities
The box hangs from two screws, nails
or hooks fixed approximately four
metres above the ground. The box
has a robust metal eyelet secured to
the front and can easily be lifted and
retrieved with a two-metre, telescopic
boat hook. The only time a ladder (and
The trap in pre-bait mode. A pile
of food is left in the bottom of
the trap and a snap hook used
to secure the door. Note the use
of a plastic label attached to the
trap, stating its use and legal
status. Another label is stapled to
the box itself.

Installing the box using a
telescopic boat hook. The hook
goes through a robust metal
eyelet fixed to the front of the box.
another person) is required is when
the screws are installed. Needless to
say, great care should be taken when
working at height. Visibility of the box
in all seasons should be considered
(when trees are not in leaf).
A coloured indicator is fitted to the
trap door, which shows whether or not
the door is open. This allows boxes to
be checked visually from below, which
saves time and reduces the chance of
the box being brought to the attention
of members of the public. Traps were
used in pre-bait mode for 4-7 days
before trapping, and checked twice
daily. Despatch is carried out with an air
pistol away from the trapping site.
A basic blueprint of the design is
available as a free download from the
ESI website. Steve Willis and his team
used wood diverted from landfill and
worked with a local social enterprise,
who produced the boxes at cost.
Publicity
It is essential that the purpose of
these boxes is not widely publicised
beyond the red squirrel conservation
community. They should not be
promoted in the press or on social
media (Facebook, Twitter etc.) nor
should images of the boxes be put on
websites.
“Whilst we are more than happy
for others to follow our design, our
efforts will have been for nothing if
publicity reaches a wide-enough
audience that the traps need to be
removed from any given area,” says
Steve Willis.

The trap box in situ in a busy park
in Aberdeen. Ground traps work
well here but are often disturbed
by dogs, foxes, and badgers.
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International News
Maize Pillaging
Extensive damage to a maize crop by grey squirrels in Northern Italy has recently been reported. As
part of a research project by the University of Varese, the local population of greys has been allowed to
reproduce without control over the last three years. Local density is now estimated to be around 40/50
greys per hectare, thanks to the favourable food availability during most of the year.
These greys are now feeding on the nearby maize field, eating grains directly on the standing cob or taking cobs
out of the field and de-graining them on the ground by the trees they use for shelter and drey.
Though the overall loss to the crop is not huge, damage to the first 10-15 rows of maize has been extensive.
The “Provincia di Torino”, responsible for verifing damage and compensation to the farmer assessed the damage
just before harvest. However it will take at least two years for the farmer to receive payment.

European LIFE Project
The European project LIFE-NAT/IT/00095 EC-SQUARE ended in
March 2015; however, management of the grey squirrel for red squirrel
conservation in mainland Europe will continue.
EC-SQUARE was the first project
in Italy to tackle the management of
an abundant and widely distributed
invasive species in a multi-disciplinary
and coordinated way. Actions
conducted during the LIFE project
have resulted in:
• the removal of the grey squirrel from
about 3,000 ha of forested areas
and the re-colonisation of these
areas by red squirrels;
• the almost complete removal of
grey squirrels from Genoa Nervi
and neighbouring areas. This is
the first eradication of an alien
species through capture and
surgical sterilisation of the animals.
The project was characterised
by a highly innovative approach
compared to more traditional
methods of eradication;

• activities aimed at eradicating
alien squirrels in four large areas in
Lombardy;
• in Piedmont, activities began to
control the largest Italian grey
squirrel population.
The positive effect of the removals
can be seen in the ongoing process
of re-colonisation by red squirrels in
the areas where grey squirrels have
been removed.
Communication was intensive
during the four years of the project.
The aim was to spread information
at local and national level about
the effects of competition between
the introduced grey squirrel and
the native red squirrel, in order to
increase social acceptance of the
management activities.

Number of grey squirrels removed; and (red bullet)
of red squirrels (captured in live traps)

Filippo Gautier

Time (weeks)

The risks for red squirrel conservation
are still present, since only the
complete removal of the grey
squirrel or extensive control of the
remaining populations, will ensure the
maintenance of viable populations of
the native species in the long term.
There is still a long way to go, but
the journey has begun. The new EU
invasive species regulations, where,
hopefully, the grey squirrel will be
added to the black list, should provide
more tools for action.
Sandro Bertolino

ESI, East Bank House,
Tide Mill Way, Woodbridge,
Suffolk, IP12 1BY

If you would be interested in advertising
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Is Grey-squirrel Control Being Jeopardised
by the Forestry Commission?
The Forestry Commission has banned the use of air guns to remove grey squirrels in its forests and woods. ESI is
mounting a strong campaign at ministerial level against this stance, which is completely out of step with the evidence.
It is difficult to understand why the
Forestry Commission, whose very
reason for existence is to protect the
nation’s forests and woodland, is risking
that important work simply because it
is so risk averse. By banning the use
of air guns, the Forestry Commission
not only undermines its own work,
but all the efforts of the volunteers and
organisations to protect forests and
woodland against the ravages of grey
squirrels, and the policy is contrary
to increasingly strong public opinion
against the greys.
The Forestry Commission is on
its own in banning air guns in the fight
against the grey squirrel. ESI fails to
understand how they can justify this
stance when every other NGO engaged
in the fight against greys allows it!
All grey squirrel control in Forestry
Commission managed woodland is
through live capture, cage trapping, with
only cranial dispatch allowed (in fact no
air rifles – even locked away in vehicles
– are allowed on Forestry Commission
sites). This has proven effective in some
areas, but at certain times of the year
in woodlands where there is a much

higher density of red squirrels than grey
squirrels or during the season when
trapping is less effective, Northern Red
Squirrels (NRS) volunteers and red
squirrel rangers have found shooting
greys from feeders to be essential in
removing greys quickly and without
adverse effect upon the red squirrel
population.
The main issue with trapping in
red squirrel areas, particularly where
grey squirrels are in the minority, is that
red squirrels will enter the traps. When
reds enter the trap and trigger the door
they’re prevented from returning to their
dreys to tend their young in the breeding
season. This also leaves the trap
unavailable to capture grey squirrels.
Volunteer groups, such as NRS,
follow a strict protocol of a minimum of
two visits per day to live traps and it is
not unusual for visits to be much more
frequent, so that reds are not held for
any significant length of time. This is
an inefficient use of limited volunteer
resources particularly where the
woodlands are in remote areas.
Data from NRS (see graph
on opposite page) shows that a
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combination of shooting and trapping is
the most efficient and effective method
of grey squirrel control, with shooting
accounting for well over 50% of the
greys culled across an extensive area. A
leading member of NRS had this to say:
“Those of us with ‘boots on the ground’
doing the work, have very clear data
evidence that a combination of trapping
and shooting is the most effective and
efficient way to control the greys to
save our reds. It’s time Forest Enterprise
realised this too.”
Most landowners are satisfied
with the method and risk mitigation of
shooting selectively from feeder stations
and this approach allows individual grey
squirrels to be quickly removed from
red squirrel areas. Other public sector
or NGO landowners in the region do
allow the shooting of grey squirrels.
NRS groups have signed agreements
in place to shoot over land owned
or managed by Natural England, the
National Trust, The Woodland Trust,
Lake District National Park, the Wildlife
Trusts, United Utilities and the National
Decommissioning Authority.
NRS would like to undertake a
fixed-term pilot scheme on two small
FC-managed sites in Cumbria where
there are known to be both red and
grey squirrels living in close proximity.
They have stated that they would be
willing to undertake any reasonable risk
mitigation measures, enter into contracts
or hold FC issued licenses that comply
with any access control arrangements
and reporting standards required by the
Forestry Commission in order for this
pilot to be undertaken.
The FC has responded by saying that
they are a risk-averse organisation and
the current “trapping only” policy for grey
squirrel control was a consequence of
this risk aversion. They have stated that
shooting air rifles was introducing a further
hazard to the general public and may be
seen as creating a precedent which could
cause problems in the future.

The Forestry Commission is
adopting a negative stance and as
the managers of the UK’s trees are
not adopting a responsible or realistic
approach to grey squirrel control.
NRS welcomes the principle of pilot
schemes on the two sites (High Stand
and Miterdale) in Cumbria, but there are
a number of concerns with the content
of the Forestry Commission’s current
proposal.
•

•

•

To provide a genuine comparison
of the effectiveness of accepted
grey squirrel control techniques,
NRS believe the protocol and its
proposed pilot application in High
Stand and Miterdale needs to allow
shooting, under strictly defined
terms. Without this, the pilot scheme
would offer few benefits over existing
arrangements.
As currently written, the draft
protocol doesn’t adequately
describe the resources the Forestry
Commission is prepared to
contribute to secure an effective
outcome. The Forestry Commission
needs to clarity its contribution in
terms of manpower, professional
expertise, equipment, materials and
financial support if volunteer support
is to be galvanised.
We suggest success measures
should focus on outputs and
outcomes, such as presence/
absence of reds and greys, rather
than process.

A new approach would be welcomed
if it builds on the proven methods
being used by the voluntary red
squirrel conservation group members
(RSGs) of Northern Red Squirrels,
which has enabled them to contribute
approximately 70 per cent of the greys
culled year-on-year in the north of
England. The new approach should
incorporate the grey-squirrel control
method, be it trapping or shooting, felt
to be most appropriate for a particular
area and population density. The
‘trapping only’ limitations currently
proposed will not address the current
threats to reds in some parts of the
public forest estate.
We agree with the Forestry
Commission that “it is not felt to be
appropriate for members of the public

to monitor red squirrel populations
and also to aid the quick removal of
greys from within red areas. There is
no evidence to suggest they attract
greys from the wider landscape unit
and strongly advocate their temporary
installation to enable effective and
efficient grey control.
NRS supports consultation with all
stakeholders, including neighbouring
landowners, to determine the most
effective method of grey control. It is
P&DSRG*
Jan - Feb 15
generally the case that local residents,
Total Grey Kills
1196
visitors and other corporate bodies
Greys Trapped
446 37%
overwhelmingly favour red squirrel
Greys Shot
742 62%
Road kill or other
8 1%
conservation through the removal of
																				
grey-squirrel infestations by the most
Ranger recorded
940 78%
effective method available, whether it be
Volunteer recorded
256 22%
																				
shooting, trapping or a combination, as
																			
required. If one landowner is found not
B&DRSG*
Jan - Feb 15
to support grey squirrel removal, this
Total Grey Kills
841
should not prevent grey control on a
Greys Trapped
470 56%
landscape scale.
361 43%
Greys Shot
NRS currently does not have the
10 1%
Road kill or other
volunteer resource to intensively trap
Ranger recorded
0 0%
large forests. This is one of the crucial
841 100%
Volunteer recorded
reasons for seeking agreement to shoot
																				
from feeders whenever appropriate,
																			
SRSG*
Jan - Feb 15
which is more time efficient. ‘Short
Total Grey Kills
366
sharp’ campaigns could only guarantee
success if shooting is used, as this is
Greys Trapped
248 67%
Greys Shot
117 32%
significantly less resource hungry.
1 1%
Road kill or other
Unless comparative data of
shooting versus trapping is examined
Ranger recorded
11 3%
Volunteer recorded
355 97%
(as NRS has already done) the proposal
																				
cannot be a legitimate pilot and does
																			
not address the fundamental issue,
P&DRSG, B&DRSG
& SRSG
Jan - Feb 15
which is that the existing control regime
in Forestry Commission woodlands is
Total Grey Kills
2403
failing to provide adequate protection for
Greys Trapped
our reds.
Greys Shot
Road kill or other
We suggest additional measures of
success
to be considered:
Ranger recorded
951 39%
• Presence of Red Squirrels before
Volunteer recorded
1452 61%
and after pilot completion.
* P&DRSG = Penrith & District Red Squirrel Group;
• Presence of Squirrel Pox Virus
B&DRSG = Brampton & District Red Squirrel Group;
symptoms in Red Squirrels.
SRSG = Solway Red Squirrel Group
• Number of Greys culled.
Data on the effectiveness of each
• Number of Reds trapped.
control method throughout the calendar
Along with NRS, the European
year has already been gathered for
five years! Any further data gathering
Squirrel Initiative, as well as others
should be done alongside the pilot
involved in grey squirrel control and
scheme. There is a real risk that delay
red squirrel conservation, believe
and inaction would leave red squirrel
that a viable pilot scheme should be
populations in these areas under severe
established at these two sites – not to
threat for longer than is necessary.
do so risks jeopardising the work of
Feeder boxes in red squirrel areas
hundreds of volunteers and the future of
have proven to be an invaluable tool
red squirrels in the north of England.
to shoot on Forestry Commission land”
and would expect the protocol to allow
authorised and highly experienced
NRS volunteers and contractors to
shoot, as well as trap, in the specified
woodlands. In every case, volunteers
and contractors would work to written
and agreed risk assessments and be
covered by agreed levels of public
liability insurance.
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Book is ‘Important Contribution’
to Red Squirrel Conservation
A new book on the ecology, conservation and management of red squirrels, Red Squirrels:
Ecology, Conservation & Management, is being hailed as an ‘important contribution’ in the
management of this species and applied conservation across Europe.
“This book provides a timely review
of our current understanding of
red squirrel conservation,” explains
volume editor Craig Shuttleworth, who
managed the successful eradication of
grey squirrels from Anglesey in North
Wales. “The last book on this subject
was published 20 years ago and
there have been dramatic advances
in knowledge and practice since then.
In this book, we’ve collected research
from the world’s leading experts on
squirrels, much of which is made
available here for the first time,” Craig
Shuttleworth explains.
Successful management of red
squirrel populations relies on good
knowledge of their behaviour, habitat
and the threats they face. Red
Squirrels: Ecology, Conservation &
Management is an invaluable resource
to anyone involved in red squirrel
conservation. It covers:
• the ecology of the squirrel, including
interaction between Eurasian red
squirrels and North American greys;
• diet and behaviour, such as scatter

hoarding strategies;
• red squirrel conservation and
management;
• disease and predation;
• the effect of habitat fragmentation on
squirrel dispersal.
The final section looks at population
management – conservation challenges,
developing conservation programmes,
population monitoring and the importance
of community support and participation.
It includes research from experts across
Europe, such as Professor John Gurnell,
of Queen Mary University, London,
and Lucas Wauters of the University of
Insubria in Italy.
“I clearly remember my first
encounter with a red squirrel,” says
wildlife expert and BBC Springwatch
contributor, Iolo Williams, in his foreword
to the book, “little did we know that soon
every red squirrel in that valley would be
gone… In those days we were told that
the ecological process was a simple
one, greys were killing our native reds.
Now, thanks to long-term research and

monitoring, we know that the relationship
is far more complex,” he says.
“The book is scientifically rigorous,
but has been written to be accessible
to people without a background in
science,” concludes Craig Shuttleworth,
“by making the latest academic
research accessible to all, we hope to
widen understanding of this important
conservation topic, as well as take the
discussion forward and encourage new
research. We see this book very much as
a comma rather than a full stop.”
Cover Price: £20.00
Available from:
www.europeansquirrelinitiative.org
ISBN: 978-0-9547576-1-8
Edited by: Craig M. Shuttleworth,
Honorary Visiting Research Fellow,
Bangor University; Peter W.W. Lurz,
Honorary Fellow, University of Edinburgh
and Matthew W. Hayward, Senior
Lecturer in Conservation, Bangor
University.
Published by:
ESI (European Squirrel Initiative) and the
RSST (Red Squirrel Survival Trust).

Shared Experience of Red Squirrel
Conservation Practice
A new, free, e-book on red squirrel conservation is now available from the ESI website.
“The European Squirrel Initiative is
delighted to have sponsored this ‘Red
squirrel perspectives’ book,” says ESI
Chairman, Andy Wiseman. “This new
book is an important snapshot of the
current situation and illustrates the
breadth of conservation effort being
carried out in our battle to save the red
squirrel in Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.
Each chapter demonstrates how
diverse the projects are in terms of their

geographic location, their size and their
membership. We can see that wide and
active partnerships are well established
across the public, private and voluntary
sectors to deal with the grey squirrel
from a landscape level to virtual
eradication in an urban situation. This
book provides an excellent opportunity
for us to share good practice and
learn from each other’s good and
bad experiences,” Andy Wiseman
concludes.
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Shared Experience of Red Squirrel
Conservation Practice is edited by Craig
M. Shuttleworth, Honorary Visiting
Research Fellow, Bangor University,
Peter W. W. Lurz, The Royal (Dick)
School of Veterinary Studies, The
University of Edinburgh and Elisabeth
C. Halliwell, Mammal Ecologist, Natural
Resources Wales
Copies can be downloaded
for free from the ESI website www.
europeansquirrelinitiative.org.

Grey Squirrel On the Menu
Grey squirrel is turning up on menus, with the message that eating greys is
both ethical and good for red squirrel conservation.
The Jugged Hare, Chiswell Street, in
London’s Barbican district recently
renamed itself The Jugged Squirrel
as part of a month-long promotion of
grey squirrel. Grey squirrel, sourced
from Yorkshire and served in a range of
imaginative ways, was so popular that
demand outstripped supply.
Getting grey squirrel added to the
game repertoire of a swanky London
restaurant is a further step towards
changing public opinion. Head chef at
The Jugged Hare, Stephen Englefield,
was keen not only to get people eating
squirrel but to raise awareness of the
destructive nature of grey squirrels
to a new audience, and of the threat
they pose to the UK’s woodlands and
remaining red squirrel populations.
Getting grey squirrel meat into the
mainstream game repertoire can be

an effective way of increasing public
awareness of the need to remove greys.
Adventurous diners often initially
try the meat simply because they are
curious, but restaurants and butchers
who supply grey squirrel have reported
that once customers have tasted it – the

meat is described as succulent with a
light, nutty flavour – they often come
back for more.

World Championship Squirrel Cook Off!
An international squirrel cooking competition in Arkansas attracts teams
from across the US and internationally. Held in September every year, the
competition has seen squirrel gumbo, squirrel pizza and even squirrel ice
cream and lollipops. Competition rules state that squirrel must make up
80% of the meat used and teams of two to three people have two and a
half hours to make a main and side dish.
The free event is held to “promote organic, free range natural squirrel” and to
encourage the general public to try something they may not be familiar with.
The next event will be held in September 2016.
You can find out more at www.squirrelcookoff.com

Great British Jewellery
Antique and contemporary jewellers, Bruford & Carr, have
added a delightful red squirrel to their Great British Wildlife
Collection – and are kindly donating 10% of red squirrel
sales to ESI.
Damian Scott, director of Bruford & Carr, says, “The squirrel jewels
form part of Bruford & Carr’s Great British Wildlife Collection–
a celebration of British nature.
“Many of our customers have strong rural interests and are
extremely knowledgable! For this collection we’ve pulled out all
the stops to focus on the physical detail of each species (their
fur, feathers, flight or running style) and to capture the essence of
their characters – a huge amount of painstaking observation and
attention to detail is involved in each model.
“This support of ESI is a personal commitment,” says Damian
Scott, “as my roots lie in the Scottish Borders & Dumfriesshire,
areas of the country which are on the front line in the battle
against encroachment from the ever-advancing grey squirrel
population. The red squirrel species appeals to a wide audience
on so many fronts. Its personality lends itself well to jewellery
design and we hope this will be a fun way to raise awareness of
the pressures on this Indigenous species and to fund urgently
needed conservation.”
Visit brufordcarr.com or telephone +44 (0)207 629 4289
to request a catalogue or place an order. Alternatively,
collections are also available to view at the Heming
showrooms located at 10 Piccadilly Arcade, London
SW1Y 6NH.
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Pine Marten Saint or Sinner? The Cost
The reintroduction of pine martens and their impact on grey squirrels has reared
its head again.
Recent field work by Dr Emma Sheehy and Dr Colin Lawton at the University of Galway
has shown that a high-density pine marten population coincides with dramatic declines
in the numbers of grey squirrels leading, in some cases, to the reappearance of native
red squirrels.
Pine martens are indigenous to certain parts of the United Kingdom and the
Republic of Ireland but their population is not widespread. ESI is, naturally, open to
all forms of grey squirrel control, but there are serious reservations over the potential
impact of collateral damage on other fauna as a result of re-introducing pine martens
before further scientific work has been carried out.
ESI’s official stance on the pine marten is: ESI bases its decisions on good and
sound science. Currently, there is no clear evidence either way as to the true
impact pine martens have on both red and grey squirrel populations.
ESI appreciates that there is some evidence to suggest that where there is a
high level of pine martens there is a low level of grey squirrels.
ESI welcomes all possible methods of grey squirrel control and supports
further work being done into the impact that pine marten may have on grey
squirrel populations.
Once further work has been done and the full implications of pine marten
reintroductions have been considered then ESI will be in a position to review
its current position.
“Research is vital if we are to evaluate whether or not the pine marten will benefit
grey squirrel eradication and not impact negatively on other species,” explains ESI
Chairman, Andy Wiseman, “we are open-minded but cautious – it would be unwise to
reintroduce this carnivore without solid research to base that decision on. We certainly
wouldn’t want to let the genie out of the bottle,” Andy Wiseman concluded.

Natural England Do It Again
As we have come to expect from this
organisation, red squirrel conservation
is being jeopardised by bureaucracy.
The next twenty-year plan for Mersey
Forests includes the imposition of a
100-metre tree exclusion zone around
low-lying, seasonally flooded areas in the
dune system, known as slacks, as well
as slacks within the forest, placing the EU
Habitats Directive above the fate of the
threatened red squirrel.
Natural England has no right to
impose this clause. We believe their
approach is wrong and not proportionate
to what is an unsubstantiated threat.
Clear felling within 100m of all dune slacks
would eventually result in the removal
of half the National Nature Reserve and
Formby Golf Club’s forest – a local and
much loved characteristic of that part
of the coast. This action would in effect
destroy a red squirrel refuge and make

the habitat too small to be sustainable;
even after 100 years NE have been
unable to substantiate a detrimental
impact by the woodland on the sand
dune habitats and their associated flora
and fauna.

of Invasive
Alien Species
Research carried out by the
University of Dundee reveals that
Invasive Alien Species (IAS) cost the
UK and Irish economies almost £7
billion per year.
The research, published in the
International Journal of Sustainable
Society1 shows the figure for economic
damage dwarfs sums spent by the
British and Irish governments to deal
with IAS, which amounts to less than
£10 million per year. Invasive alien
species include animals, plants or
organisms which pose threats to their
introduced environments. Ash dieback
and the threat of extinction posed to
native species such as red squirrels
are amongst the highest-profile recent
cases highlighting the effect of alien
species.
“Grey squirrels have been identified
as one of the 100 worst invasive alien
species in the world by the IUCN
(International Union for Conservation of
Nature),” commented Andy Wiseman,
Chairman of ESI, “this research further
highlights the damage which IAS do to
our economy as well as our biodiversity,
which we hope will strengthen
governments’ resolve to deal with this
problem.
“New legislation enacted in
Europe will be placing requirements
on EU governments to take a more
coordinated, concerted and robust
approach to invasive species.
Governments must provide sufficient
resources for agencies and land
managers to identify and take action to
deal with IAS,” concluded Mr Wiseman.
However, a recent report estimates
that existing spending on bio-security
by EU member states is €40M per year,
or the equivalent of €0.38 per person.
This is far below spending by other
countries such as New Zealand, which
currently spends the equivalent of €17
per person.
1 Jackson, T, ‘Addressing the economic costs of invasive alien
species’; Int. J. of Sustainable Society, 2015, Vol. 7, No. 3, p
p. 221–40.
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Red Hazel for
the Red Squirrel
Red Squirrel campaigner, Ernie Gordon, is selling rare red hazelnut saplings to
raise awareness of the demise of the red squirrel through the rapid spread of
grey squirrels.
“Our native red squirrels are being
severely threatened by the alien,
disease-ridden grey squirrel,” Mr
Gordon explained, “these red hazel
saplings are a fitting tribute – a red hazel
for a red squirrel.
“I first discovered a solitary Red
Hazel bush (corylus purpurae maxima
gordonii) up in the Cheviots in late
September 2014, which was laden with
ripe nuts.

Since then I have grown many
plants from those original seeds (nuts)
and now I have two well-established
trees in my back garden. In appearance,
they resemble the Copper Beech in the
summer months. In 2014, I collected
over 400 nuts from these two trees,
many of which are the saplings on sale.
“I’ve had a lot of interest in the
campaign,” says Mr Gordon, “selling
the saplings is my way of keeping

Tips for planting Red Hazel

©Gary Rodgers

Plant in an open, sunny, area by the end of October or in early Spring Use a
support cane/stick making sure not to damage the roots. Protect with tree
guard or wire netting. Do not allow to dry out. Watch out for White Fly. Add
a good-quality compost, leaf mould or manure at time of planting and top
dress with suitable fertiliser each spring. They can grow 15 to 20 feet high if
allowed to. Store under cover or inside if not planted this year
Details for harvesting and propagating/stratifying nuts, in about the third/fourth
year, can be found online. Saplings will be kept in sand during this winter and
will be ready for planting next Spring.

awareness of the plight of the red
squirrel boiling. I ask everyone who buys
the saplings to tell people what they
symbolise, and spread the word about
our disappearing red squirrels.”
If you are interested in buying
saplings, at a cost of £5 each, from
Ernie, please call 01665 604168.

Forage
Disruption
Animal behaviourists at Exeter
University have revealed that duirng
foraging grey squirrels respond
differently according to risk.
A variety of sounds were played at
squirrel foraging sites. These included
recordings of grey squirrels, other
species (both competitor and noncompetitor) as well as predators.
Squirrels ignored non-competitors but
foraging was most disrupted during
playback of squirrels and predators.
The full report can be accessed
at https://ore.exeter.ac.uk/repository/
handle/10871/17305

The EU embargo on trade, possession and transport of 37 invasive species,
including grey squirrels, has been filed at the World Trade Organisation.
The regulations came into force on 2 January 2015, and the EU has since been
developing a list of species of concern. The list includes the grey and fox squirrels.
We are currently waiting for the list to be finalised, but it has been shared unofficially
with member states who will be voting on it during December. The final list should
come into force in early 2016, with a transition period in place to accommodate issues
such as pets.
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