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Warfarin
Under
Threat?

Editorial

In Brief...

I don’t want to get carried away, but this government has made some very
positive steps towards loosening the stranglehold that the grey squirrel has
on most of Britain.
At the end of 2013 Defra Secretary
of State Owen Paterson and the
Forestry Commission decided to
review the Commission’s less than
adequate Grey Squirrel Control
Policy, and in January organised a
consultation which ESI attended. It
was a very good meeting, punctuated
with a serious desire to effect change.
We still await an outcome, but I
remain confident that the Forestry
Commission will be granted a
robust Grey Squirrel Policy, fit for
use and with the required budget
to implement it. The government
can be further complimented in its
recognition of the role that Warfarin
has in the battle against the grey and
has made assurances that they are
“actively pursuing” ways to allow the
continued use of Warfarin, given that
its licence expires in July 2016.
I mentioned in my last editorial
about new EU legislation to force
member states to tackle Invasive
Alien Species (IAS). The grey squirrel,
without a doubt, is an IAS and it
worries me that there could ever be
any doubt that the grey should be top

of the list for eradication. After all, the
criteria for inclusion on the list is based
on what effect the species has on a
number of things, but mainly the native
bio-diversity: answer – the demise of
the native red squirrel; and secondly
the economy: answer – the grey
costs £10 million of damage to British
forestry per annum. Need I say more?
Not many people knew that,
until recently, it was law to report the
siting of a grey squirrel, in much the
same way as ragwort. This change
is part of the government’s plan to
tidy up outdated law. So outdated,
in fact, that it was presumably a rare
occurrence when the law first hit the
statute books to spot a grey! Oh,
to turn the clock back and start our
work from such a low base and with,
perhaps, a government prepared to
set out its stall for total eradication.
Maybe not for this year, but for the
long term.
George Farr
Editor, Chairman of the
European Squirrel Initiative

Jigger Writes...
Spring Time

When the first nice spring day arrives,
swallows in the air, chiff-chaffs in
every other bush, primroses and trees
bursting with life (having no squirrel
damage to them), I always get a lift.
My work is more of a privilege than a
job; just to be in these pristine woods.
On bumping into my employer, I
remarked on the day. He replied that it
makes up for the winter when the rain is
running down your neck and you have
cold hands and feet. Bidding him good
morning I went on my way thinking Yes!

Today certainly makes it all worthwhile.
We make the squirrels rare on this
estate and it is done with persistent
trapping which is easier when there
are no red squirrels around. Blink your
eyes however and they are back.
I am pleased to learn many of the
big estates are taking an interest in
squirrel culling. England would be a
nicer place if the grey squirrels packed
their bags.
Jigger is a vermin controller at an estate
in Suffolk.
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RSPB’s Big Garden
Birdwatch Results

The red squirrel, a British native is
rapidly becoming a rare sight in our
gardens. A low 5% percent of Britons
have spotted a red squirrel outside
their home; a recent new wildlife
survey has discovered that only 2.7%
of us said they see a red squirrel on a
monthly basis.
It was also found that it is more likely
to spot a red squirrel living in rural
Scotland. The Midlands have less than
a 1% chance of seeing the animal.
These figures have been collected
from 274,000 homeowners who
took part in the RSPB’s Big Garden
Birdwatch survey. The project has
been tracking garden birds every year
since 1976, but this is the first time
participants have been asked about
other wildlife.
Red squirrels have decreased in
numbers due to the species being hit
by a pox virus which is carried by the
grey squirrel. The invasive American
grey squirrels are seen in 90 per cent of
gardens. The red squirrels also prefer
more dense woodland than the greys.
One in five people have never
seen hedgehogs in their gardens.
Hedgehogs used to be a common
sight in gardens throughout Britain
and these startling figures confirm
conservationists’ fears – the mammal
is suffering a decline.

ESI Update - by Andrew Kendall, ESI
ESI Activity

Image courtesy of Colin Smith

ESI has had another busy six
months and while the main focus of
the charity’s work has been in the
UK it continues to back projects in
Italy and Ireland. Support has been
given to work in Italy monitoring
the spread of grey squirrels and
the possible presence of disease.
In Ireland, ESI has helped fund the
work being carried out by Emma
Sheehy at Galway University into
the impact that pine martens
may have on the grey squirrel
population.
Following the most recent
findings from Emma Sheehy, ESI has
confirmed that it wishes to support
a scientific approach to the impact
that pine martens are having on grey
squirrel populations and will work with
other relevant organisations in pursuit

Pine Marten

A threat to the provision of
Warfarin - see page 3
of appropriate scientific evidence.
At the end of 2013, ESI submitted
its view to Defra via the Forestry
Commission on the government’s
proposal to review its policy on grey
squirrels. ESI attended a further
meeting in London along with a variety
of other stakeholders to reinforce and
clarify its message to government, the
outcome is awaited.
As it is reported elsewhere in this
edition of Squirrel, progress has been
made on the Invasive Alien Species
Regulations. ESI has continued to
keep the European Commission
and Parliament as well as the UK
government, informed as to its stance
on grey squirrel control and the
importance of having grey squirrels
included in the list of species of Union
concern. A positive exchange of letters
took place between ESI and Owen
Paterson, Secretary of State at Defra.
On the Warfarin issue, ESI has
been in the vanguard, this time
working with like-minded organisations
such as the Country Land & Business
Association (CLA), the Royal Forestry
Society (RFS) and Confor. We now
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Andrew Kendall has been
involved with ESI since its
founding in 2002, and is
responsible for the day to day
operation of the charity.
believe that there is a way forward
which will see the maintenance of
Warfarin for grey squirrel control here
in the UK. Again the Secretary of State
has been supportive in this area.
In the last edition of Squirrel
we referred to a potential new
exciting Squirrel trap which has been
developed in New Zealand. While this
is still undergoing development work
both in the UK and New Zealand,
ESI is optimistic that this, once finally
developed, could be a significant
breakthrough in grey squirrel control.
ESI continues to look at new
areas of research and at the moment
is examining ways in which a more
effective lure can be developed to
encourage greys into traps.

ESI, East Bank House,
Tide Mill Way, Woodbridge,
Suffolk, IP12 1BY
Tel: +44 (0)1394 386919
Email: mail@europeansquirrelinitiative.org

The Future of Warfarin A Threat or an Opportunity?
Under the EU Plant Protection
Products Regulation (PPPR) the
use of Warfarin to control grey
squirrels expires on 31st July
2016. Applications for the reapproval of Warfarin under the
PPPR were due in by 31st July
2013. However the fees required
by Sweden, the rapporteur
country, were so high as to make
any application prohibitively
expensive. Consequently no
application was submitted, the
period for the continued sale and
use of Warfarin stocks has been
extended to 30th September 2015.
ESI, together with a number of
organisations including the Country
Land & Business Association (CLA),
Confor and the Royal Forestry Society
(RFS) has been engaged in discussions
with Defra in trying to find a solution to
the potential disastrous loss of Warfarin
for grey squirrel control.
In a letter to George Farr, ESI
Chairman, Defra Secretary of State,
Owen Paterson MP, said, “I support
the continued use of Warfarin for
squirrel control, as evidence suggests
it is the most effective control
method outside areas where either
red squirrels or Pine Martins may
be present. As the current approval
is about to lapse my officials are

actively pursuing ways in which it
may be possible to enable continued
availability of Warfarin approved for
use on grey squirrels”.
With this level of support ESI
and the other organisations believe
there is a way in which Warfarin
will continue to be allowed for grey
squirrel control.
One solution which has been
proposed is that a new submission
for re-approval is made by the
manufacturer of Warfarin. In doing
this the applicant can chose which
Member State carries out the
initial assessment and would
not therefore have to route
the application through the
Swedish authority.
Were the application to be
made to the UK’s Health and Safety
Executive’s Chemical Regulation
Directorate, the cost would be
significantly lower than originally
required. The application would again
be under the PPPR. ESI can confirm
the initial discussions have taken
place with the Health and Safety
Executive and it is likely that a new
UK application will be made.
Alongside this ESI has made a
submission to the Secretary of State
asking for an extension for the period
during which Warfarin is allowed to
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be used. This would
allow one of the cheapest and most
efficient methods of grey squirrel
control to be used more effectively
throughout the year.
Currently Warfarin is allowed for
grey squirrel control between 15th
March and 15th August. ESI has
put a proposal forward to Defra to
extend this from October through to
July. ESI believes while the issue of
Warfarin is being debated this gives
an opportunity for these changes to
be made.

Invasive Alien Species Legislation Update

risk”. He went on to say that the
UK had submitted amendments to
this effect and it used grey squirrels
as an example. In a letter to ESI,
the Secretary of State said that he
“supports the obligation on Member
States in the draft regulation to take
rapid action to eradicate species
of Union concern when they are
first discovered on their territory,”
he added that,” in certain instances
eradication may not be a viable option.
In these circumstances, Member
States must insure that they have
effective management measures in
place to minimise the risk of further
spread through population controls or
containment.”
ESI is continuing to work both
at UK and European level to ensure
the inclusion of grey squirrels and the
recent House of Commons report on
non-native species, published in the
middle of April, is encouraging in that
it continues to recognise the threat
posed by non-native species.
The Commission Presidency has
now accepted the EU parliament’s
view that the invasive alien species
list should not be capped at only 50
species. Priority on the list will go
to invasive alien species which are
expected to become a problem and
those who cause the most damage.
MEPs have also inserted provisions
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for tackling invasive alien species of
concern within single Member States.
The regulation, which was first
proposed by the EU commission in
September 2009 was discussed by
the environment committee on 19th
March 2014.
The committee recommended that
invasive alien species represents one
of the primary threats to bio-diversity
and the eco-system and in turn could
also have an impact on global trade,
transport, tourism and climate change as
well as human health and the economy.
It recommended that a list of
invasive alien species considered to be
on ‘Union concern’ should be drawn
up and regularly updated.
While this is encouraging the list
is not yet definitive and ESI and other
organisations must continue their
efforts to ensure that the grey squirrel
is on that list. The legislative procedure
continues providing opportunities for
further comment and amendment.

Image courtesy of Sara McNeil

Readers of Squirrel will be aware
that ESI has been working hard in
Europe for a number of years to
ensure that the proposed regulation
on invasive non-native species
firstly moves forward in the right
shape and secondly has a specific
reference to grey squirrel as an
alien species which is covered by
the regulation.
Now that the draft regulation has
been published, but not yet enacted,
ESI continues to make its case to
both the UK government and the
EU Commission and parliament for
the inclusion of grey squirrels in the
proposed list of invasive alien species
of ‘Union concern’.
The original draft contained a limit
of 50 species of Union concern. ESI
believes that this could allow certain
harmful species to go uncontrolled
and while the regulation recommends
that grey squirrels are considered as
a matter of priority for inclusion in the
list, for the sake of legal consistency,
it is feared that they may be among
those species that are left out.
It is encouraging that the Secretary
of State at Defra, Owen Paterson, has
made it clear that the UK opposes
arbitrary numerical limits and that
evidence that a species posed the
agreed level of threat was appropriate
as the sole criterion for judging
whether it should be included.
The Secretary of State, speaking
at an Environment Council debate
in December 2013 spoke in favour
of prioritising species at a national
and regional level on the basis of
“the level of threat it poses to biodiversity, the feasibility of the action,
economic damage and human health

UK News
New Trustee for ESI
ESI are pleased to announce the
appointment of Jack Bayly as a new
Trustee of the charity. Jack has been
an active member of the committee
since 2004 and his knowledge and
experience are extremely helpful.
Jack Bayly lives and runs his
160 hectare farm near Nenagh, Co.
Tipperary, Ireland. The farm has been
in his family since 1705, and Jack now
manages 22 ha of woodland and 80 ha
of arable land with the remainder under
grass. Jack started farming straight
after school having trained at the Royal
Agricultural College, Cirencester.
Outside of farming, Jack is also
the Irish representative for the German

Jack Bayley, Trustee of ESI

Satconsystem Farmnavigator, a GPS
guidance and area measurement
system for agriculture. This brings him
in touch with many farmers across the
length and breadth of Ireland. Jack
is also a Director of Farmer Business
Developments and the Irish Timber
Growers’ Association. In his remaining
time Jack enjoys sailing, he is a Trustee
and a former Commodore of Lough
Derg Yacht Club, and is also a Trustee
on two charitable trusts.
“I am honoured to have been
invited to be a Trustee and I am looking
forward to continuing the work across
Ireland and with our UK and European
counterparts”, Said Jack Bayly

RSST Update
2014 dawned with some really good
news for red squirrels. The results
of monitoring surveys in the two
major projects - Red Squirrels
Northern England (RSNE) and
Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels
(SSRS) tell a story that we have
waited a long time to hear.
RSNE’s autumn 2013 surveys
show that for the third consecutive
round of surveying, reds are increasing
their range in the project area. The
number of sites with red squirrels
increased by over 5% since the spring.
This is despite seeing a 15% increase
in the number of sites with grey
squirrels, a result which we might have
expected after the apparent foodrelated crash in grey squirrel numbers
observed last winter. The resulting
possibility of increased threat is firmly
in our minds.
In late 2013, SSRS reported that
red squirrel range contraction in
Scotland has been halted, with
multiple incidences of local recoveries
after absences of many years. Surveys
show a trend of grey squirrels being
lost from sites where both species
were detected in earlier surveys.

Supporting this finding, mapping
comparing distributions before the
project started in 2009 with those of
the last two years shows a reduction
in spread of grey squirrels in rural
Aberdeenshire and the Strathyre area
of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs. In
Aberdeen, breeding red squirrels have
been recorded in suburban gardens
and are now seen regularly in parks
that only a few years ago were
overwhelmed with grey squirrels. The
red recovery is replicated in parts of
Perthshire, Angus and northern parts
of Stirling.
These results, based on robust
science, prove that strategic and
consistent grey control can turn the
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tide in favour of the red. The challenge
lies in maintaining this level of activity
– much of which is dependent on
funding. As the wonderful support of
Biffaward for RSNE draws to a close in
October this year, it is vital that
replacement funding is secured if we
are to feel confident that future years’
surveys will be as encouraging.
Schemes such as the Northumberland
Squirrel Levy (which now engages with
over 40 landowners in the county) are
growing and producing vital income
– we need more though! Likewise in
Scotland, funding past the current
phase of SSRS may be cut
considerably and the next two years
demand that new funding
opportunities, alongside increased
community responsibility, are
developed.
An example of new funding sits on
our doorstep at RSST’s office, which is
situated in the Allen Valleys in south
west Northumberland. We are still
lucky enough to see red squirrels
occasionally in the area but they are
only holding on thanks to the efforts of
local estates and dedicated
volunteers. However, reds have been

given a real boost here as the North
Pennines AONB Partnership (Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) has just
been awarded £1.7 million from the
Heritage Lottery Fund towards their
Allen Valleys Landscape Partnership
Scheme. Alongside hay meadows,
historic buildings, a dark sky
observatory and a folk festival, the

scheme has allocated funds to red
squirrel conservation in the Allen
Valleys. Not only is this vital income
but it demonstrates the rising
importance now being attached to red
squirrels as part of our natural
heritage.
And finally, 2014 will see the
second running of our Volunteer

Awards and we are all looking forward
to Thursday 10th July, when we shall
celebrate the spirit of volunteering and
honour some exceptional contributions
to our cause, at an awards
presentation ceremony.
Janet Wickens
Director

RFS Squirrel Survey
In support of the FC England’s policy review on grey squirrel control,
the Royal Forestry Society (RFS) commissioned an online survey in
December 2013 to consult the views and experiences of woodland
owners and managers on the impact of grey squirrels on their
broadleaved woods, the effectiveness of control methods and the
support, if any, that would be required for more effective control. Over
750 woodland owners, managers and others participated in the survey.

Generally, woodland owners and managers do not feel
adequately supported in their efforts to control grey
squirrels. A number of suggestions are put forward that it is
felt would make a difference:
• Increase public awareness and understanding of the
threat to trees and woods from grey squirrel damage
and the need for controls
• Establish a research programme into more effective
methods of grey squirrel control and increased
understanding of the causes of grey squirrel bark
stripping behaviour
• Provide specific financial support to woodland owners
for grey squirrel control particularly in high risk stands,
and possibly linking woodland grants to an obligation
to control grey squirrels. This is the most frequently
mentioned area of support in the survey
• Support the establishment of grey squirrel control
groups which co-ordinate action across woodland
owners at a landscape scale, mimicking the Deer
Initiative experience
• Change the current close season restrictions on use of
Warfarin bait (August-March) which are not supported
by evidence.

There was some support for the introduction of mandatory
controls for all land owners but equal numbers have strong
reservations about a regulatory solution.
The RFS squirrel survey report has been published on
the RFS website (www.rfs.org.uk/news/hot-topics/greysquirrels-survey). FC England’s consultation closed at the
end of January and a revised policy statement and action
plan are expected to be published in May or June. The RFS
considers the survey results provide strong evidence for a
more robust and rigorous grey squirrel control policy.
Simon Lloyd,
Development Director,
Royal Forestry Society

Page 6

Image courtesy of Bede Howell

Highlights of the survey findings are:
• Survey participants rate grey squirrels a more serious
threat to their broadleaved woods than tree diseases or
deer
• The majority report significant or extensive damage to
their broadleaved woods by grey squirrels. Adaptation
to grey squirrels is either a significant or integral part
of woodland management plans in about half of
participants
• Only a small proportion of respondents consider any, or
even a combination of existing control methods, to be
very effective.

International News
SWITZERLAND

FRANCE

Example of radio collar

VARESE
PROVINCE

ITALY

Research Project: Interspecific competition between invasive Callosciurus erythraeus
and native European red squirrels in Italy
The European red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) is the only native tree squirrel species in Europe. Unfortunately, its long-term survival
is threatened by the illegal introduction of alien tree squirrels. This is particularly the case in North Italy where introduced grey
squirrels are causing local extinction of red squirrels. The mechanisms behind this replacement have been studied in detail.
However, there is another invasive tree squirrel in Northern Italy whose effects on our native squirrel are still obscure. The redbellied squirrel, Callosciurus erythraeus, is a tree squirrel considered a pest for forestry and consumption of fruit cultivated for
human consumption in large parts of its native range (South-East Asia). The University of Insubria, Varese (N. Italy) is monitoring
and controlling the population of this species in a 100 km2 area in the north of the Varese province, close to the Swiss border.

Project aims

C. erythraeus are removed by livetrapping followed by euthanasia of
trapped animals. During the control
campaigns few red squirrels were
trapped and marked in the distribution
area of the invasive species. On trapping
grids with high densities of the alien
species, no red squirrels were seen or
caught. However the number of red
squirrels trapped tends to increase when
considerable numbers of C. erythraeus
have been removed. These data
suggest that the native red squirrel also
suffers from interspecific competition

with the alien Callosciurus erythraeus.
However, so far, there are no scientific
publications that demonstrate whether
and/or how competition occurs. A PhD
student, Maria Vittoria Mazzamuto, is
actually studying the mechanisms of
competition. In particular space use
and overlap of home ranges between
individuals of the native and the alien
species.

Methods

In trapping areas where both species
still co-occur, we want to radio-track
individuals of both species to study the
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space-use system: in particular habitat
use, tree species selection, home
range and core-area size and home
range and core-area overlap. We want
to mark 20 animals (ideally 6-10 reds,
10-14 Callosciurus, the latter tends
to occur at higher densities than the
native species) with radio-collars with
a lifetime of about 6-9 months. This
work will be carried out in the next 9
months with funding by ESI for buying
the radio-collars.
Luc Wauters
Insurbia University

Squirrels Resistant to Squirrel Pox Virus?

Craig Shuttleworth
RSST

Image courtesy of Sarah McNeil

Every few years there is considerable media coverage about red
squirrels with antibodies to squirrel pox virus. Recently Irish and
Merseyside cases were highlighted and before that national data
obtained from the retrospective analysis of red squirrels killed by
road traffic or which died from trauma were published.
If we go further back to 2004, there was a Welsh animal which
was discovered to have high antibody levels. The media latch onto
these cases and herald the emergence of pox resistance and a turning
point against the grey squirrel threat. The reality is that we still know
relatively little about what the implications are for these animals.
Are they truly resistant? Given that is data indicating that antibody
levels can fall to zero, what do such declines mean? Is resistance lost
as antibodies fall?
Ultimately such questions may be answered through experimental
research of the type undertaken by Colin McInnes and his team at
Moredun in Edinburgh. Here squirrel pox vaccine development has
been funded by Wildlife Ark Trust and scientists are steadily building
a comprehensive understanding of the virus and infection in both red
and grey squirrels. Such pioneering research is applauded by ESI but
we need also to ensure that the wider competitive threat which greys
pose to red squirrels is not forgotten by the media.
Should pox resistance naturally occur or be created via vaccine,
the animals will still ultimately be lost if grey culling is not undertaken.
An environment free from grey squirrels is therefore not just desirable
but essential irrespective of red squirrel resistance to disease.
Red squirrel seen here with Squirrel Pox

Scent Lures

Recently I wrote an article for Red Squirrel Survival Trust looking at whether
scent lures could improve the chances of trapping grey squirrels or drawing
them in to a particular spot? Having never used lures the obvious place to
try and find some information was to search online. I had expected that
looking for the most effective scent lure would be like looking for the best
hair loss remedy: hundreds of products each claiming to be that miracle
potion. However, although there are a myriad of lures on the market, very
few mention squirrels or the eastern grey squirrel as a target species. For
squirrels, manufacturers have instead focussed upon nut based baits and
pastes.
In one notable study, Taylor Gorman and Rick Sweitzer of University of
California used remote sensing wildlife cameras to study Pacific Fisher &
American Marten and potential squirrel prey species including the western
grey squirrel. A mixture of nut baits and two scent lures: Caven’s “Gusto”
Caven’s Gusto Scent Lure
long distance all-call scent and Hawbaker’s Fisher Scent Lure were used to
draw in animals at specific locations. With the emergence of self resetting automated kill traps, ESI are particularly keen
to explore ways in which to draw more squirrels into the traps including through the development of effective scent lures.
We would welcome any accounts of novel scents or products that trappers have found particularly effective over and
above peanuts and other commonly used baits. This type of information and experience may prove invaluable when
progressing the development and manufacture of an efficient product.
Craig Shuttleworth
RSST
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How to Skin a Squirrel
1.

Wet the squirrel. To prevent unwanted hair from getting all over the meat while you are skinning a squirrel, place the
squirrel in the water at the edge of a stream or in a bucket. You could also douse the animal with a hose. Lay the
squirrel tummy-down on a flat surface.

2.

Cut a horizontal slit, about an inch and a half just underneath the base of the squirrel’s tail. It is best to only cut
the top layer of skin, avoiding the flesh. A sharp knife is essential. Cut under the tail but on top of the tailbone. Do
not cut so deep that you effect the tail attachment or remove the tail. The tail needs to remain attached to easily
remove the hide.

3.

Make small cuts through the skin at the back of the hind legs.

4.

Hold the squirrel by the tail and separate the hind legs from the skin. Work your fingers around the muscle which
holds the meat to the skin. It will take a bit of practice.

5.

Rest the squirrel on a flat surface clear of dirt and leaves.

6.

Grab hold of skin-free hind legs and place your heel on the flap of skin created by your initial cuts and pull the
squirrel by the hind legs. The majority of the hide should come off. Stop when you get to the arms. There may
be some remaining skin along the squirrel’s tummy. Hold the squirrel securely under its front arms. Pinch the skin
tightly with your other hand and pull. This should remove remaining skin.

7.

Work out the front legs from the hide in the same manner as you did with the rear. For the front legs, you will not
have to make any incisions; just work your finger slowly between the hide and the meat, tugging gently.

8.

Continue to pull the hide until it is around the squirrel’s neck. Although you have skinned an animal, your hands
should not be messy if you have skinned it correctly.

9.

To remove the squirrel’s head, arms and feet, you must carefully slice through the meat with your hunting knife
until you reach bone. With a quick snap of the hand, break the bone in half. Slice through any remaining meat to
remove the head, arms and feet entirely. Try to avoid slicing through bone with your hunting knife, it will dull the
knife and leave small bits of bone in the meat.

10. Dress the squirrel. If you have more than one to skin, skin them all first and then remove all their entrails at once.
A few things to remember when dressing the squirrel:
•

Keep the liver and heart. They are extremely tasty and will provide minerals and vitamins to go along with the
rest of the meat

•

Make sure to inspect the liver. If the liver looks pale, off colour or spotted do not eat the meat. The meat is fine
to eat if the liver is deep, dark red and looks healthy.
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ESI have been sent this image, which supports our research
into bird-egg predation by grey squirrels. Those that deny the
effect that grey squirrels are having on bird populations in the
UK may be unable to do so for much longer.

Public Warned not to Release Grey Squirrels
squirrel, which are very dear to people’s
hearts and a symbol of Scotland.
“Unfortunately grey squirrels have spread
so successfully that they have damaged
the chances for our native reds.
“So that we don’t lose the species, we
have had to introduce methods to control
greys.”
There have been a number of outbreaks
of squirrel pox in the south of Scotland
in recent years, leading to a widespread
grey squirrel control programme.
Trapping is co-ordinated by the
Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels
(SSRS) project which is
targeting grey squirrels across
Aberdeenshire, the Borders,
Dumfries and Galloway and the
Central Lowlands of Scotland.
Traps are in place in public
woodlands and on many
private estates.
The Wildlife and Countryside
Act makes it illegal to release,
or allow to escape, any captive
grey squirrel. Offenders could
incur a fine or prison sentence.
Chief executive for the Scottish
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Wildlife Trust, Simon Milne, said: “The
traps aim to catch the non-native invasive
grey squirrel, which was introduced to the
UK over a hundred years ago.
“The arrival of greys in an area occupied
by reds causes reduced red squirrel
breeding and survival rates, leading to a
gradual decline in their numbers.
“We don’t want anyone who happens
to come across a trap in our woods to
inadvertently commit a wildlife crime by
releasing a grey.”

Photo courtesy of Grey Squirrel Control Limited

Wildlife enthusiasts have been warned
not to free grey squirrels from traps.
Releasing a grey squirrel from a trap is
a crime and may increase the chances
of the red squirrel population dying
out, according to conservationists.
The Partnership for Action Against
Wildlife Crime (PAW) Scotland say that
to protect the native red squirrel species,
there must be a programme of trapping
and culling of non-native greys.
The partnership warned that those
who interfered with the traps could be
inadvertently breaking the law, as it is
illegal to release, or allow to escape, any
captive grey squirrel.
They also said that those who released
grey squirrels into different areas where
they were trapped risked spreading a
deadly squirrel pox virus to red squirrels.
Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for
Environment and Climate Change and
chair of PAW Scotland, said: “Wildlife
crimes are not just about the obvious
crimes of persecution of certain species
such as birds of prey.
“We have these laws in place to protect
and conserve species such as the red

Grey Squirrel Trapping Advice
A ‘guidance note’ giving up-to-date advice on trapping
grey squirrels was published by ESI in March 2012.
The document contains advice on various
control methods, including trapping and
poisoning it also highlights the status of
both red and grey squirrels under the law.
“We believe this will be a very useful aid
to those on the ground involved in trapping
and controlling grey squirrels”, said George
Farr, Chairman of the European Squirrel
Initiative. “It contains practical advice as well as,
importantly, guidance on the latest legal position
relating to the protection of the red squirrel and the
status of the grey squirrel”.
A copy of the leaflet can be downloaded
from the ESI website: www.
europeansquirrelinitiative.org.
Alternatively, to request a hard copy, please
contact 01394 386919.

MAKE A DONATION
I enclose a cheque donation for £
payable to European Squirrel Initiative
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made (tick all boxes that you wish to apply)
today

in the past 4 years

in the future

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of
tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I give up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax
on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Signature:

Date:

/

/

Please notify the charity if you: Want to cancel this declaration. Change your name or home address. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital
gains tax. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for
Gift Aid tax relief, ask your local tax office for leaflet IR65.

Title

Forename(s)

Surname

Address
		

Post Code

Email Address		

Telephone

Please add me to the mailing list. I would like to receive future copies of Squirrel free of charge by email / by post.
(Delete as necessary, email being the least expensive method of distribution for the charity)

Once completed please return to ESI, East Bank House, Tide Mill Way, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 1BY
www.europeansquirrelinitiative.org Registered Charity: England and Wales: 1105920 Scotland: SCO39806

FREE SUBSCRIPTION
This newsletter is written and distributed free of charge to anyone interested in squirrel issues.
Please give generously to help us continue with our vital conservation work.

