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The Battle on Grey Control Continues

Editorial

In Brief...

As I write, snow drives in persistent flurries against my Northumbrian office
window. Glad I am on the inside, I ponder last year’s weather and find a
silver lining behind the constantly leaden clouds.
Grey squirrels did not enjoy the
sopping conditions either and up
here in the chilly North, from my own
observations, the grey, who is not as
well equipped to deal with bad weather
as our native red, did not breed very
well. Conversely, friends I have where
reds still predominate reported the
most reds (and young) they have
ever seen. I put this down to a poor
deciduous tree fruiting year, meaning
that there was simply not enough
grub to sustain a lot of grey squirrel
kits, whereas the red, who derives a
large proportion of its sustenance from
coniferous trees, saw no drop in the
number of heavily seeded fir cones;
ergo, breeding success.
I attended a tree disease seminar
recently. Naturally the topic of Chalara
Fraxinea, (Ash dieback) topped the
agenda. It seems highly likely that the
disease will follow the same model as
the devastation of the ash on mainland
Europe and we are in for a sorry 5 years.
The Ash is noteworthy for its resistance
to grey squirrel bark stripping and the
concern within the forestry sector is
what on earth can we replace it with?
However, what truly concerns me is
that I do not think Defra has learned any
lessons from this disaster. Mainland
Europe has had the disease for years,
yet British nurseries were allowed to

import infected stock, catapulting the
spread as far as Scotland in an instant
compared with the more gradual
process by air over the channel and into
the South East. They have now banned
all imports of Ash. Too late.
A disease, Cryphonectria parasitica,
that causes blight in Sweet Chestnuts
which was first seen in Italy in the
1930’s, has been recently found in
Warwickshire, (90 trees were found
dead and many others cankered). This
was brought in from young Chestnut
stock imported from a French nursery.
Has Defra banned the importation of
Sweet Chestnut? No! I can list many
more examples of diseases and pests
perforating our borders, some of them,
I admit, are difficult to spot or are air
borne, but unless we adopt a similar
approach to New Zealand and Australia,
where biosecurity is exemplary and
there is a huge political will to eradicate
invasive alien species, we will continue
to lose our natives species at an
alarming rate. If we lose our Ash trees
to Chalara or our red squirrels to the
dominant and disease carrying grey,
what a disappointment we are to the
next generation.

Trapping Advice

A trapping guidance note prepared
by ESI for gamekeepers is available
to download from our website. The
guide includes information on the
law, control methods, trapping and
despatch methods.
http://bit.ly/squirreltrapguide

Nature’s Way booklet
for Ireland

An Taisce The National Trust for
Ireland has published their latest
educational booklet in their Nature’s
Way series, entitled “Nature’s Way Invasive Species”. This informative
16 page booklet deals with the
threat of invasive species and
addresses
some of the
challenges
associated
with them.
The booklet
highlights the
threat posed
by invasive
species in Ireland, and suggests
positive actions the public can
take as well as encouraging further
exploration of the subject.

George Farr
Editor, Chairman of the
European Squirrel Initiative

Jigger Writes...
I have what I call “my squirrel coat”
which is a very old parka and it holds
sentimental value as it belonged to
my late brother. It has a hood that
can be pulled over in the winter when
the wind has a bite and enormous
kangaroo pouch pockets that hold all
the utensils for my day’s work.
I set fire to my precious coat whilst
repairing a trap with a grinder and

although I patted out the flames, a huge
gaping hole was left in the side. My wife
told me to “bin” the coat. I mentioned
it to the Estate Manager, she said she
liked my old coat and so did the Lady of
the Estate. THAT WAS IT!
I retrieved the old coat from the
bin and had it washed and repaired.
Now the squirrel coat rides with me
again on the quad through the woods
Front cover image courtesy of Sara McNeil
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checking the traps.
It doesn’t take a great deal to keep
this old squirrel catcher happy .....
Jigger is a vermin controller at an estate
in Suffolk.

Recent coverage achieved by ESI
in the Daily Telegraph (reported
elsewhere in the newsletter)
highlighted the cost in financial
terms of grey squirrel damage
and served to remind members of
the general public the effect that
grey squirrels are having on our
woodlands and flora and fauna. It
was encouraging to see the level of
interest and support the Telegraph
article generated which reminded
us that there is a large body of
opinion out there supporting the
aims of ESI.
This can only help us in our
work with politicians, legislators
and other opinion formers who we
continually seek to influence. Over the
past six months ESI has continued
to concentrate on its core activity
focussing on the case for greater
control and the ultimate eradication of
grey squirrels.
Politically ESI works closely with
government ministers and politicians
of all parties. A recent meeting with
Richard Benyon MP, Minister for
Natural Environment and Fisheries
gave the organisation the opportunity
to discuss a number of issues
including grant funding for grey squirrel
control and Immunocontraception.
ESI has also been in touch with
Owen Paterson MP, the Secretary
of State at Defra and Simon
Hart MP has asked a number of
written parliamentary questions.
ESI‘s continuing discussions with
government helps to ensure that they
take a robust approach to grey squirrel
control.
ESI is also taking the lead in trying
to influence UK Forestry Standards
to ensure that they incorporate a
stricter approach to grey control. With
a significant amount of government
money going into the creation of
woodlands, ESI believes that it is
important that more is done to protect
those woods.
Last year ESI produced a trapping
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ESI Update - by Andrew Kendall, ESI
ESI Activity

guide which provided game keepers
and others charged with grey squirrel
control with guidance on the latest
legislative position and advice on
steps they could take to improve their
trapping procedures. The publication
was a great success and in addition to
it being distributed to game keepers,
further copies have been supplied to
other individuals and organisations
involved in forestry management.
There has been good news from
Italy where the EU funded project to
monitor and control grey squirrels
in northern Italy, EC Square, is at
last making headway. Other good
news from Italy, which is reported
elsewhere in Squirrel, is that the Italian
authorities have banned the trade
in grey squirrels. This is something
which ESI has been pressing for, for
some time and has been lobbying
the Italian national government, the
regional governments and also the
European Commission through the
Bern Convention. This trade ban will
undoubtedly help slow down the
movement of greys within and
from Italy.
The long awaited legislative
proposal from the European
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Commission on Invasive Alien
Species is expected within the next
few months. It is hoped that this will
impose requirements on member
states to deal more effectively with
invasive species. Grey squirrels have
been highlighted by the Commission
as one of the worst alien invasive
species within Europe.
ESI funds various research projects
including work being carried out in
the Republic of Ireland by scientists at
Galway University into the effects of
Pine Martens on Grey and red squirrel
populations. Readers, no doubt, will
have seen some early reports of this
work in the press. However this work is
yet to be completed.
While ESI is involved in a number
of major initiatives and projects,
much of its work goes on “below the
radar” dealing with individuals and
organisations on a day to day basis,
advising them, helping them and in
some cases trying to persuade them of
the benefits of removing this alien pest.
While there are still gaps in people’s
knowledge and awareness of the threat
posed by the grey, it is encouraging
that many people and organisations
support our aim and work.

GREY SQUIRREL CONTROL
– Some Idiosyncratic Alternatives
There is a great deal of research
and literature in this country, on
well-established methods used
to shoot, trap and poison grey
squirrels. However not much
is known about developments
elsewhere that attempt to deal with
their own pest species.
In New Zealand Possums
(Trichosurus vulpecula), are major
destroyers of trees by bark stripping,
just like squirrels. It has also been
established that they are diligent
groomers. Consequently it has been
found that if the stems of vulnerable
trees are smeared with grease,
containing a suitable poison, which the
possums then self-ingest, the resident
population of the target area can be
substantially reduced. Whether, a
similar quick acting poison would be
approved for use in the UK, is however
an open question!

Trichosurus vulpecula
On the other hand, in Australia,
a product known as “Hot Foot” a
clear, sticky, non-toxic gel, has been
formulated. This allegedly prevents
birds from settling on window ledges

and building cornices. It causes them
much discomfort as they move about
but does not sting, burn or harm them
in any way. Perhaps if it were also
applied to trees it could discourage
squirrels from climbing and barkstripping the most valuable section of
the stem.
In the United States, some animal
trappers have devised an ingenious
method of despatch. A large barrel
of water is completely covered with
Styrofoam pellets, which float on the
surface. A corn cob is suspended
above the centre of the barrel and
about a foot above the water level.
A plank is lent against the barrel for
the squirrel to climb up to the edge.
Attracted by the corn, the squirrel will
attempt to reach it by walking on the
apparently solid Styrofoam surface
rather than attempting an unnecessary
leap. The great advantage of this
control is that no poison is involved.
Also from the USA, is an idea
based on the fact that rodents have
a different digestive system from that
of humans. It has been found that if
rats and mice consume a significant
quantity of dry oatmeal, it swells up on
contact with the stomach fluids and
very quickly kills the animal. Again this
is a non-poisonous system but it will
be difficult to find a means of keeping
the oatmeal dry in our sodden climate!
Trapping, already a tried and
tested means of control has been
much improved thanks to modern
technology. There are now specially
adapted cage traps available in
Australia and again in the USA that

If you would be interested in advertising
in Squirrel please contact
Kerry-Anne.Rookyard@kendallscom.co.uk
01394 610022
Page 3

use 12 volt batteries that electrocute
any animal lured into them. Even
more useful and one that is applicable
to any type of trap, is the American
development of a remote trap monitor.
This is a sensor based system,
attached to the trap door, together
with a modem that will deliver an alert
to a mobile phone. Unfortunately it
is rather expensive at $350 plus an
annual subscription.
If deterrence rather than killing
is the preferred method of tree
protection, there are any number of
ideas for products that may either
smell or taste sufficiently disagreeable
to be an effective deterrent. These
range from lion dung, coyote, stoat,
weasel and fox urine, cow manure,
fish agra, garlic to Cayenne pepper.
Unfortunately, most pests seem to
become habituated to these in a
relatively short time. Another idea is to
install battery operated stroboscopic
lights, similar to vehicle warning lights,
that apparently discourage animals
from any areas that the light can
penetrate. The lights flash 60-70 times
per minute and are reportedly very
effective against woodchucks!
Finally, as sex is always a good
seller, perhaps we could spread
the rumour in China that ground
grey squirrel bone is an effective
substitute for powdered rhino horn!
Not only would this save an otherwise
endangered species, there wouldn’t
be a squirrel left in the country in ten
years’ time!
Norman D Weiss

ESI, East Bank House,
Tide Mill Way, Woodbridge,
Suffolk, IP12 1BY
Tel: +44 (0)1394 386919
Email: mail@europeansquirrelinitiative.org

RSPCA Continues to Bring Prosecutions
In March last year I wrote an article
in Squirrel following the Crown
Court’s refusal to reopen the case
of Raymond Elliot, who had pleaded
guilty to causing unnecessary
suffering to a squirrel by drowning
it. I hoped at that stage that the
publicity surrounding Raymond’s
case would mean that the next
unfortunate prosecuted by the
RSPCA for despatching a grey
squirrel would receive specialist
advice and would not be tempted
to plead guilty.
Sadly this was not the case. In
January this year Bill Worthington
pleaded guilty at Stockport
Magistrates Court to causing
unnecessary suffering to a squirrel
having trapped and shot it with an air
rifle. In Raymond Elliott’s case the
RSPCA argued that a trapped squirrel
should be shot or taken to a vet. In
Mr Worthington’s case they have
now said it should only be taken to a
vet to be put down. This suggestion
remains absurd. Taking a grey squirrel
to a vet prolongs its suffering during
transport and means that when it
arrives at the waiting room it is faced
with its natural predators, cats and
dogs. It is then held down and killed
with a painful injection. Far kinder to
shoot or drown it.
The RSPCA’s actions mean that

Jamie Foster, Partner with national law firm Clarke Willmott
it is very dangerous to use a humane
trap, because it leaves the user open
to prosecution. If Mr Elliott or Mr
Worthington had used a killing trap
they would not have had this problem.
Similarly if they had simply shot the
squirrels rather than trapping them
they could not be prosecuted even
if they had only wounded them. The
RSPCA in bringing these prosecutions
is promoting methods that are less
humane than the traps used in these
cases. This is not to say that humane
traps are illegal. It is my view that
neither Mr Elliott nor Mr Worthington
should have pleaded guilty.

Nonetheless it is a major undertaking
to defend a criminal prosecution
brought over something as trivial as
killing a squirrel.
There has been a lot of media
coverage recently suggesting that the
RSPCA is more interested in attracting
headlines and promoting an animal
rights agenda than it is in animal
welfare or a considered approach to
justice. The case of Mr Worthington
does nothing to alleviate these
concerns.
Jamie Foster
Clarke Willmott

Red Squirrel Conference
A conference about the national
and international status of red
squirrels is being hosted by Exeter
University’s Business School on
Friday 19th April 2013. Jointly
organised by the Cornwall Red
Squirrel Project and Red Squirrel
South West, the conference
aims to bring togther red squirrel
enthusiasts from around Europe to
learn from each other. The day is
split into two sessions; the morning
session will cover three areas
of research, including the latest
research in egg predation by grey
squirrels, and an update from Dr

Colin McInnes on the development
of a red squirrel vaccine against
squirrel pox. The afternoon session
will cover updates from four areas
across Europe, including Italy,
Angelsey, the north of England,
and Ireland. The session on
the “Italian problem” should be
especially interesting, due to
the implications of grey squirrels
crossing the Alps into the rest of
mainland Europe.
The conference is being
sponsored by Michelmores
Solicitors, Savills Land and Estate
Agents, and Exeter University,
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meaning that tickets can be offered
at just £50 per head, including
a buffet lunch and morning and
afternoon refreshments. Bookings
and payments can be made online
at www.cornwallredsquirrels.co.uk
and then clicking “conservation
conference”. Alternatively booking
forms and cheques can be posted
to Natasha Collings, Cornwall
Red Squirrel Project’s coordinator.
Booking forms can be downloaded
from the same webpage, or
obtained by emailing or calling
Natasha on 07825 507238/
natasha.collings@rsst.org.uk.

The primary aim of the Cornwall
Red Squirrel Project is to
reintroduce the native red squirrel
to Cornwall, from whence it was
lost in 1984.
Of course this means that the
primary issue for the Cornwall Red
Squirrel Project (CRSP) is the removal
of the American grey squirrel from
the two target areas; the Lizard
and West Penwith. CRSP therefore
has a detailed grey squirrel control
strategy, developed with help from
renowned red squirrel expert Dr
Craig Shuttleworth, and available to
download from the CRSP website.
In practice grey squirrel control is
delivered using three methods:
In areas where trees are at risk
of grey squirrel damage, or indeed
are already showing evidence of grey
squirrel damage, corn which has
been pre-mixed with warfarin is used.
This can only be deployed between
15th March and 15th August, but is a
valuable way of thinning grey squirrel
populations with minimum man-hour
input. This method is particularly
popular with woodland owners who
are busy farmers, or where there are
syndicate shoots who have volunteer

time available since, once set, hoppers
only need checking on a weekly basis.
The second method which CRSP
uses is live, or cage, trapping. Live
trapping is labour intensive, and
requires great care in order that cages
are set, waterproofed and insulated
correctly. The rigour with which this
must be done means that significant
training is required for volunteers
and landowners who wish to use
this method, but it is a very effective

tool. Furthermore, the biometrics of
squirrels culled using this method
can be easily taken (sex, weight,
age and so on) which means that
important scientific data on the squirrel
population can be gathered.
The third method is shooting,
which is used in conjunction with
one of the other methods to reduce
populations to very low levels.
CRSP has recently recruited a
full time “squirrel ranger” to undertake
culling on the ground and liaise with land
owners who are undertaking their own
grey squirrel control. The latest figures on
land enrolled in grey squirrel control, are
extremely encouraging, with over twelve
hundred acres signed up in the last four
weeks alone. As a result well over 50%
of land within each of the two target
areas is being actively culled, with several
hundred land owners now involved in the
project, from owners
of moderate sized
gardens to estates of
several hundred acres.
Natasha Collings
Cornwall Red
Squirrel Project
Coordinator

Sheehy from University
of Galway with her
project to see if grey
squirrels are genuinely
predated by pine
martens by examining
their scats. The press
reports were attributed
to the very project ESI is helping to
fund. Regrettably, the project has
not been finished and the press
are slightly ahead of themselves.
Emma’s research is now awaiting
Peer Review and ESI hopes to
publish her findings in the next issue
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Pine Marten Research

Pine martens have been in the
press recently. They have been
heralded as a potential antidote to
grey squirrel incursion.
There have been some
anecdotal observations suggesting
that in parts of Ireland, where there
was a grey squirrel population, that
the pine martens have moved in
and denuded the area of greys.
The implications could be that
commercial foresters introduce pine
martens and use them as a form of
grey squirrel control.
ESI has helped fund Emma

image by courtesy of www.mhairi-seymour.co.uk

Grey Squirrel Control Key for Red
Reintroduction in Cornwall

of Squirrel.
If Emma’s work proves to
be conclusive and pine martens
do reduce or exterminate whole
grey squirrel colonies; then would
land owners seriously consider
introducing pine martens? The
debate will continue.

UK News
As always, a busy few months to
report on from RSST. November
saw us launch an appeal to the
business community of south east
Northumberland. The event at
Blagdon was hosted by Viscount
Ridley and challenged businesses
to take the lead with their staff,
customers and suppliers in saving
the red populations in and around
Newcastle. There are healthy
numbers still be to seen in this
corner of Northumberland but
the large scale funding for Red
Squirrels Northern England (RSNE)
is restricted for work at the red
strongholds. Extending the work
area of the project by accessing
new financial support (and
awareness) would considerably
strengthen the chances of reds
being seen in woodlands north of
Newcastle in the future.
Still in northern England, RSNE
is about to commence the second
spring survey of their biannual
monitoring programme right across the
northern counties. After surveying 253
woodlands last spring, the network was
expanded to include 301 sites by the
time of the autumn survey.
As expected, overall the
autumn results were similar
to those of last spring.
The surveys detected red
squirrels in 155 of the 301
woodlands surveyed in the
autumn. It is hoped that
the monitoring over the next
two years will show that the
grey squirrel control being
carried out has retained and
even expanded red squirrel
populations. Already, the
autumn survey detected
red squirrels in several
woodlands in which they
had not been seen for a
number of years.
Elsewhere in the UK,

there continues to be
both good and not
so good news from
Scotland. In Aberdeen,
grey squirrel control is
ongoing and making great
progress. The project
trapped over 1,200 grey
squirrels in 2012. There
are now very few woods
that have not been
trapped at least once
and numbers of greys are
clearly falling. This, combined with the
poor crop of natural food last autumn,
has had a big impact on the isolated
grey squirrel population in the city.
Even better news is that red squirrels
are continuing to flood into the niches
vacated after systematic trapping.
In south Scotland, RSST has been
able to react to the alarming news of
increased numbers of sero-positive grey
squirrels finding their way northwards
from the English border towards East
Lothian. We were able to provide funds
to assist in emergency control work
and are working very closely with the
other partners of Saving Scotland’s
Red Squirrels to take the best course

of action that will try to
prevent the squirrelpox
virus reaching the grey
and red populations of the
Central Belt. These are
worrying times for Scotland
and serve as a reminder of
the massive challenge we
face to save the Scottish
red squirrel populations.
Keeping the profile of
red squirrel conservation
high is a key task of RSST
and we are delighted that the red
squirrel is attracting so much interest
from the media. Getting the message
to millions of Sunday evening viewers,
Countryfile visited North Yorkshire where
a new volunteer group were featured
– along with some superb footage of
reds. Just a few weeks later, ITV Border
News featured the Grizedale Forest
project and we still await the screening
date for a series of programmes looking
at the many ways that individuals/
volunteers can affect the outcome
of a variety of issues. One subject is
that of the fate of the red squirrel and,
not unsurprisingly, Cumbria has been
targeted by the programme makers.
The red story in Cumbria
is particularly encouraging
and really demonstrates the
“power of the people” where
volunteer activity over many
years has made such an
impact of the ability of the red
squirrel to survive. Unusually
high numbers of national and
regional press mentions over
the past few months are good
news and we continue to both
generate and react where
possible as keeping the plight
of our beloved red in people’s
minds is absolutely vital.
Janet Wickens
Chief Executive
- Red Squirrel Survival Trust
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RSST Update

International News
Finally a Interministerial Decree for the Protection of the Red Squirrel
Trading, raising and
keeping of grey squirrels,
an invasive alien species
introduced to Italy
nearly 60 years ago, has
finally been forbidden
in Italy. An important
step forward has been taken for
the protection of biodiversity in
Italy. This is established by a new
decree signed in January 2013 by
the Ministers of the Environment,
Agriculture and Economic
Development.
The populations of red squirrel,
the only native tree squirrel in Italy
and Europe, is declining in the forests
of Piedmont and Lombardy, as a
consequence of the presence of the
American grey squirrel. Red squirrels
are well known to people that love
to go walking in the woods, but
maybe few know that its presence
is very important for its role in forest
ecosystems: red squirres are a key
factor in tree seed dispersion which
helps to renew the forest.
The two species mainly compete

for food: American grey
squirrels feed more on
acorns than red squirrels
and are pilfering food
cached by red squirrels
for winter. Grey squirrels
cause a scarcity of
food resources for red squirrels,
which means that the red squirrel
reproductive capacity is weakened,
that young squirrels grow less and
have a greater chance of mortality in
the first year.
Competition between the two
species is also mediated in some
areas by a virus, called squirrel
poxvirus: grey squirrels are immune
and act as healthy carriers while red
squirrels, not being immune, die in a
short period of time.
This interministerial decree is one
of the first important results of the LIFE
EC-SQUARE project for European
squirrel conservation, coordinated by
Regione Lombardia, in partnership with
Regione Piemonte, Regione Liguria, 3
Universities – Università dell’Insubria,
Università di Torino, Università di Genova

– and Istituto Oikos, and supported
by the European Commission and the
Italian Ministry of Environment.
The EC-SQUARE Task Force
has supported the Italian Ministry of
Environment in drafting the decree and
has promoted its rapid adoption.
The decree bans the trading of
grey squirrels and of two other species
of alien squirrels (Pallas squirrel and
fox squirrel) and should certainly be
a discouragement to the introduction
of other alien species. More has to
be done for the protection of the
red squirrel: the project’s Task Force
is working on methods to stop the
spreading of alien squirrels already
present in natural habitats. This is one
of the most important – and difficult –
tasks of the LIFE project.
The decree can be downloaded
from the EC-SQUARE Project website: http://bit.ly/reddecree.
Sandro Bertolino
Project Manager of the
EC-SQUARE LIFE Project
University of Turin

Italian Grey Squirrel Sterilisation Project
From “LA STAMPA” Saturday 2nd February 2013 by Alessandra Pieracci, Genova

Naughty Squirrels to be Exiled on the Island
The American grey squirrels of
Nervi Park will be sterilised and
moved to Palmaria Island.
Palmaria, a Mediterranean island
with a mild climate, lush vegetation
and natural shelters, will be home to
the colony of American grey squirrels
removed from Nervi park and bound
for extinction. The plan seems to
please everyone, after the controversy
aroused by an eradication plan
devised for the robust alien rodents,
considered among the worst 100
invasive species on earth and geared

to sweep away the native European
red squirrel. The danger is difficult to
see by those who enjoy seeing these
pretty, tame animals and feeding them.
That’s why the news of a possible
euthanasia of the Nervi colony, similar
to what happens in other countries
- ie, the sort of gas traps used in
England – aroused a chorus of protest,
particularly from Nervi residents, as
squirrels never existed at seaside
parks until 1968, when the owner of
the historical villa brought them from
north America.
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Presently a 1.93 million euro
project co-financed by the European
Commission and the three regions
of Liguria, Lombardy and Piedmont
oversees the trapping, sterilisation and
removal of the colonies in Nervi and
in other parts of the region. Removal
where? Partly to other parks, not to
deprive children and adults of the joy
of seeing and admiring the cute little
animals, but mostly to areas whence
they cannot escape. The risk indeed
is that the rodents, trying to return to
their native park may spread out to

the woods and
overcome the native
and weaker red
squirrel, or even
end up on busy
roads. And thus the
Palmaria solution
seems to be the
ideal one.
“Nervi hosts
more than 200
grey squirrels: we
shall catch them
in traps with radio
transmitters” explains Professor
Andrea Balduzzi,
the Genoa
University biologist
who co-ordinates
the project also
involving Professor
Andrea Marsan,
researcher on small
mammals, and
a team of young
students. Nuts,
peanuts, hazelnuts
and sunflower
seeds will serve as
bait. Apparently
also peanut butter
works well “The 60
traps will be placed
at sunrise, monitored
and collected within the shortest time,
to reduce stress to captive animals.
Males and females will be sterilised,
whilst females with litter will be let free
to avoid casualties to the young ones.
A decision on pregnant females is
still pending, and has to be agreed
upon by environmentalists and other
stakeholders.
“We shall start as soon as a team
of veterinary surgeons will be able to
operate”, continues Professor Balduzzi
- “and after meetings with Nervi
citizens and environmentalists to agree
on procedures. Meanwhile, we keep
on monitoring”.
Renata Briano, Environment
Director of Regione Liguria says that
the Regional announcement is still to
be defined, and adds that the animals
could be entrusted to the vets of
environmental associations.
Given that until the end of 2012

there was free commerce of grey
squirrels, eradication of the species
would have made no sense. Finally
on December 28th of last year import
and trade of grey squirrels has been
banned by Italian law. Furthermore,
holders of greys must report and
register them with the authorities.
“That’s a kind of victory for us”, says
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Mrs Briano.
In the meantime the red squirrel
reintroduction plan goes ahead with
wooden boxes and feed to help them.
“They are shy and reserved, and a
long time will be needed for them to
interact with public park visitors and
thus replace the greys”, concludes
Professor Balduzzi.

Grey Squirrel Damage Highlighted in
European Environment Agency Report

woodland and has an impact on
nesting birds.
In Italy the species has had
a significant economic impact
on maize, hazelnut crops, poplar
plantations and vineyards. Generally
it is a garden pest and digs up bulbs
and eats the barks of ornamental

plants. It also damages stored goods
and properties by chewing timbers
and wires, tearing up insulation and
building drays in lofts.
Within the United Kingdom,
damage to forestry is huge with an
estimated reduction in the value of tree
crops by about 25%.

Image courtesy of Sandro Bertolino

Damage amounting to 12.5 billion
Euros a year is being caused
by invasive alien species in the
European Union alone, according
to information revealed at a
meeting held in the European
Parliament in Brussels last week.
Of this figure 12 million Euros (£10
million) is being caused by grey
squirrels here in the UK.
The Brussels meeting was held in
advance of the EU legislative proposal.
Speaking at the meeting the
European Commissioner for the
Environment Dr Janez Potocnik
stated that the route of the problem is
related to the effects of globalisation
with an increase in travel and trade
around the world.
About 10 – 15% of all alien
species in Europe are invasive,
meaning that they are non-native to
an area and establish, spread and
cause harm to the native biodiversity
and also to human health and ecosystems. Co-ordinated action to
limit the spread of invasive species
will be the first step required in the
forthcoming EU legislative instrument.
The Brussels event coincided with
the report “The Impact of Invasive
Alien Species In Europe” that the
European Environment Agency
compiled in co-operation with IUCN
scientists. The report lists 28 invasive
species and presents their impact on
the economy, health and diversity.
The American grey squirrel was
highlighted in that list as having a
significant impact on the agriculture
and forestry industry as well as
causing ecological damage to
forest systems. In addition it was
recognised that the grey squirrel
hinders the establishment of new
The full report “The impact
of Invasive Alien Species in
Europe” can be downloaded
from the European Environment
Agency http://bit.ly/eeareport
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Christmas Card Success for 2012
We would like to thank all of you who purchased Christmas cards from us last year,
sales were so successful that we sold out. The money raised through our sales helps
us to continue our vital conservation work. We are working on a new design for 2013
and an order from will be available in our October edition.

Swimming Greys

While on an electric boat from Martham we came across this American Grey Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)
swimming across the Candle Dyke, Norfolk. Watch out any Red Squirrels thinking they are safe on their islands.
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Help support Red Squirrel
conservation
ESI are proud to support the continued
fundraising efforts of Cumbrian sculptor and
volunteer of the Brampton & District Red
Squirrel Group charity, Kirsty Armstrong.
Kirsty is a professional wildlife sculptor
who lives, works and volunteers in Cumbria.
Her donations from the profits of her
copper squirrel sculptures; ‘Charles’ and
‘Willow’, have already reached the £1000
mark for Red squirrel conservation projects

throughout the UK.
She has now produced ‘Hope’, a
limited edition sculpted wall plaque in deep
relief. It is hand painted and costs £85 with
a percentage of the profits again going
towards Red Squirrel conservation.
For further information on how to
purchase ‘Hope’, ‘Charles’ or ‘Willow’,
please visit www.justkirsty.com or email
kirsty@justkirsty.com

To make a DONATION and/or take out a FREE SUBSCRIPTION, make sure you fill in your
name and address in the panel below.

MAKE A DONATION
I enclose a cheque donation for £
payable to European Squirrel Initiative
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made (tick all boxes that you wish to apply)
today

in the past 4 years

in the future

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of
tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I give up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax
on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Signature:

Date:

/

/

Please notify the charity if you: Want to cancel this declaration. Change your name or home address. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital
gains tax. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for
Gift Aid tax relief, ask your local tax office for leaflet IR65.

Title

Forename(s)

Surname

Address
		

Post Code

Email Address		

Telephone

Please add me to the mailing list. I would like to receive future copies of Squirrel free of charge by email / by post.
(Delete as necessary, email being the least expensive method of distribution for the charity)

Once completed please return to ESI, East Bank House, Tide Mill Way, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 1BY
www.europeansquirrelinitiative.org Registered Charity: England and Wales: 1105920 Scotland: SCO39806

FREE SUBSCRIPTION
This newsletter is written and distributed free of charge to anyone interested in squirrel issues.
Please give generously to help us continue with our vital conservation work.

