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Editorial
My grateful thanks go out to our hard working former Chairman and trustee,
Andy Wiseman who this year handed in his notice and moved from the sun
baked lands of the Scottish Borders, (this Summer anyway) to live and work in
the Mediterranean!  Andy was one of the founding fathers of ESI and with his
extensive knowledge of forestry; he proved to be an invaluable contributor to
the organisation and will be sorely missed. We wish him the best of luck in his
future endeavours.

Jigger Writes...

I recently attended a meeting of the
Berwick branch of Save Our Squirrels,
(SOS). As with previous meetings, I was
mightily impressed by their enormous
effort and dedication to repelling the
grey squirrel from this part of
Northumberland. Thankfully, their work
has been rewarded with repeated
sightings of red squirrels. This is a huge
incentive to the many folk who give up
countless voluntary hours checking live
cage traps, hair tubes and topping up
feeders.  Other areas are not so lucky as
the red squirrel loses its battle to its
more voracious and pox carrying cousin

and with it, the urge of the local
residents to keep controlling the grey.
How many times have I heard, “well it’s
impossible, I got 10 last week and
another 10 moved in…why bother?”
Please keep bothering, ESI are working
tirelessly to find an infinite solution. Sure,
we will keep looking for and
encouraging new tools such as the
GoodNature trap, IMC or the pine
marten so as to keep the grey at bay,
but we are more focused than ever at
finding a permanent solution. So it is
crucially important for the time being
that, like the good folk of Berwick, we

keep bothering and keep protecting the
reds we have left, so that they can
repopulate the countryside when the
greys are eradicated in the not too
distant future.

George Farr
Chairman

If you would be interested in advertising in 
Squirrel please contact us... 

European Squirrel Initiative 
26 Rural Innovation Centre, 
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, 
CV8 2LG.  
Tel: +44 (0)2476 992360
Email: info@europeansquirrelinitiative.org

I felt a bit crestfallen when shown
some squirrel damage to a
hornbeam last year.
After all the work we put into

trapping 7 days a week, for 51 weeks
of the year (only closing for one week
during the Christmas holiday).  It’s sad
when growing a hornbeam for some
15 to 20 years, which is now a 12 ft.
tree, was ring barked, so it will surely
die.  
I set every trap I could find this year,

and I personally have not seen any
squirrel damage, but these little devils
find any chink in your armour.  They
are so resilient, still keeping the
pressure up.  Every time I bring a trap
in for maintenance, I try to get it out

again quickly.
The time now is squirrel hungry time

with no nuts, seeds or bird’s nest to
plunder.  However, as sap is rising
they will take to peeling the bark from
the trunks and licking the sap.  If ring
barked, these trees will suffer the
same fate as the hornbeam.
Although they are more appealing to

look at, the thoughts and activities of
the squirrel is akin to a rat. 

Jigger is Vermin controller 
at an Estate in Suffolk.

In the Press
“Tackling those 

nifty shades 
of grey”

Country Life - May ‘18

“Never realised 
that Grey Squirrels

could swim!”
https://twitter.com/

BobLonghorn2/status/
1034781366515314688

“Re-introduction of
eagles would 

threaten red squirrels”
www.iwcp.co.uk/news/1721708

6.letter-re-introduction-of-
eagles-would-threaten-red-

squirrels/

For the full stories please visit:
www.europeansquirrelinitiative.org/news

George Farr
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ESI Update - by Andrew Kendall, ESI
It has been 12 months since the publication of the last newsletter and
hopefully you will find the contents of this one, Issue 36, interesting and
informative. You will see that ESI has not rested on its laurels and has been
very busy over the past 12 months in continuing to fight the battle to control
grey squirrels.
In April ESI organised a visit to

Northern Ireland to look at the impact of
pine marten on grey squirrels and other
flora and fauna. In particular, we were
keen to find out what effect pine marten
may have on game birds on shooting
estates. A more detailed account of this
visit is reported on elsewhere in the
newsletter. However, the findings were
interesting and informative. As a result
of the visit ESI revised its position on
pine marten and it can now see a role
for this form of biological control in
certain parts of the country.
Throughout the past year ESI has

been working with New Zealand trap
manufacturer, Good Nature, in helping
them to introduce their new squirrel
trap the GN18. As I write, the trap is
not yet on the Spring Trap Order, we
are expecting this to happen soon and
following a short period of trials the
GN18 should be available for sale
within the UK.

The GN18 will be available to
purchase and use as of the 1st of
Jan 19. It has been added to the
STAO and this comes in to force on
that date. Traps are available from
Goodnature Traps UK
(www.goodnaturetraps.co.uk) 
They will retail at £159.99. 

For some time ESI has been working
with Rothamsted and now Cardiff
University through Professor John Pickett
in developing a new lure. The idea is to
identify phemerones within grey squirrel
which are attractive to the opposite sex.
Once identified, these can be
synthesised. This work is continuing but if
successful could be a major step forward
in making traps of all kinds more effective.
ESI continues to look at new and

innovative methods of control and, as
always, bases its opinions and actions on
good science and good research.
Publicity is important to ESI and over

the past year the charity has achieved
coverage in publications ranging from
Country Life to the Daily Telegraph and
The Scotsman. 
ESI is grateful to those individuals,

organisations and charities who support
its work. Without their generosity none of
which we are achieving today would be
possible. We have been fortunate to have
benefitted from a legacy for which we are
extremely grateful. ESI’s work continues
and I hope you will see from our latest
newsletter that there is no let up in the
battle against the grey squirrel.

Andrew Kendall has been involved
with ESI since its founding in 2002,

and is responsible for the day to 
day operation of the charity.

In the Press

For the full stories please visit:
www.europeansquirrelinitiative.org/news

UPDATE
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Grey Squirrel Control
A report on Grey Squirrel Control Groups
– Clinton Devon Estates

Following discussions between John
Wilding, Charles Dutton and BASC in
early 2016 the estate was keen to see a
pilot project and offered access to
Harpford wood together with the
estate’s support.
While the economic damage to

forestry is a driver the wider
environmental concerns are equally to
important – landscape level effects on
the mix of trees in woodland, wider
biodiversity issues relating to planting
conifers rather than broadleaves (which
are primarily at risk from squirrel
damage), and the possibility to re-
introduce red squirrels at some point in
the future.  Managing public access and
education has also been a key

objective.
An assessment day was held at

Bicton in April 2016 where the 5
controllers were introduced to the
project and their competence with air
rifles was checked – all passed and they
started work soon after.  Charles Dutton
carried out an initial damage
assessment and carried out another in
late 2016 – the amount of ‘new’
damage had reduced by 60-80 % in the
blocks surveyed and around 200
squirrels had been culled.
As importantly from the estate’s point

of view was that there had been no
negative interactions or feedback from
the general public using the wood for
recreational purposes.

Based on the success of the first year
pilot the existing group have been
offered additional woodland to manage;
and a second group was established in
2017 to manage another large block of
mixed woodland.
The support and enthusiasm of John

Wilding, Tom Garner and Charles
Dutton has been instrumental in getting
these groups set up.  It has proved
much harder to establish groups in
other areas where this level of support
has not been forthcoming.
More widely, John has publicly

‘banged the drum’ for the BASC Grey
Squirrel Control Groups at conferences,
etc and this support from such a well-
respected figure in his field is invaluable.

The UK’s Pest Management Trade
body recently published guidance to the
domestic and commercial market on
how to prevent squirrels causing
damage to properties and facilities. In
the guidance BPCA warned that if
squirrels get access to roof spaces, the
pest can:
•    Chew on woodwork and ceilings
•    Strip insulation from electrical wires
•    Tear up fibreglass insulation 
•    Contaminate cold water tanks with 

urine and droppings
•    impact on sleep patterns due to 

noise 
Though it’s popular find a pest

controller tool, The Association
encounters over 1,000 enquires a year,
on average, for people looking to resolve
problems caused by grey squirrels in
their homes. The enquiries often peak in
Spring, however overall, enquiries are

constant throughout the year.
Natalie highlights the difference

between squirrel enquiries and other
rodents. 
“Squirrel enquires do follow a different

trend to other rodents, such as Rats and

Mice. Squirrels enquires are constant,
however, since 2013, Rats and Mice
have increased by 17% between
October and March, compared to
between April and September, which is
significant we think.”

Words of Advice from the BPCA
The British Pest Control Association encounter over 1,000 enquiries from the public
looking for professional services relating to squirrel control. 

Re
fe

ra
ls

900
800
700
600
500
400
300
200
100

0
Q1 - Jan-Mar  Q2 - Apr-Jun  Q3 - Jul-Sept  Q4 - Oct-Dec
2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

ESI Squirrel Issue 36 (12pp)_Layout 1  22/11/2018  12:02  Page 4



Page 4

Report by Colin Lawton

The colloquium featured 3 plenary
presentations, 41 oral presentations and
15 poster presentations. These
presentations were given by researchers
from 16 countries across Europe, North
America, South America, Africa and Asia
on a selection of the 297 species of
squirrels around the world.  The
colloquium covered all aspects of the
biology of mammals in the Family
Sciuridae; work on ground squirrels was
included in the conference series for the
first time.  Oral presentation sessions
were organised into themes, including
Ecology, Management, Behaviour,
Taxonomy and Genetics, Conservation
and Pathology.  The middle day of the
conference was dedicated to a field
excursion to two Irish forests (Moore Hall
and Cong Forest, both in Co Mayo) and
allowed delegates to meet and learn
about conservation work carried out by
National Parks and Wildlife Service
personnel in partnership with the Vincent
Wildlife Trust and Mayo County Council. 

The colloquium was a great success,
with very positive feedback received
from delegates both during and after the
event. NUI Galway released a press
release, which highlighted the work of
the conference, the most recent news
on Irish squirrels, and acknowledged the
event sponsors, including the ESI.

Subsequent media coverage included
RTE Radio news, the Mail online,
Mooney Goes Wild (on RTE Radio 1)
and a number of local media channels.
ESI sponsorship was used to offset the
costs of registration for student
delegates, ensuring that the colloquium
was well attended by new researchers
as well as established scientists. A major
output of the colloquium was an
agreement to conduct an all-island
distribution and ecology survey of Irish
squirrels in 2019 through a collaboration
with researchers and wildlife officials
from NUI Galway, Ulster Wildlife Trust,
National Parks and Wildlife Service and
the Vincent Wildlife Trust. This will involve
a pooling of resources and expertise,
and will hopefully lead to an updated
report on the distribution of the two
squirrel species and the pine marten, as
well as a publication on the long term
trend of distribution change since 1997.
The plight of the native red squirrel in
Ireland, and the impacts caused by the
invasive grey squirrel, were highlighted
as a case study in a model system, with
parallels and applications for squirrel

species in other
ecosystems as well as
biodiversity studies in
general.  The next
International Squirrel
Colloquium will take
place in 2021 in New Delhi, India.  The
Book of Abstracts is available on line
through the conference website.

8th International Colloquium on Squirrels 
The 8th International Colloquium on Squirrels took place in NUI Galway from the 4th to the 8th of June 2018, and
was generously sponsored by the European Squirrel Initiative.

©
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Delegate Maria Mazzamuto giving her
presentation on the eradication of alien
squirrels in Italy

Some of the conference delegates during our midweek field visit to Moore Hall, Co Mayo
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No evidence of squirrelpox virus
presence in mainland Europe

News

An extensive survey reveals that the
main Italian grey squirrel populations
are free from the harmful squirrelpox
infection, in work supported by ESI.
Scientists from Italian and British

universities and research institutions
have concluded that the squirrelpox
virus infection in not present in North
American grey squirrels in Italy.
“Demonstrating the absence of
something is never an easy task,” said
Dr. Claudio Romeo of the Department of
Veterinary Medicine at the University of
Milan, “but today we finally have some
good news for Italian red squirrels and
for the continental population as a
whole, as it appears they have been
spared this additional threat which kills
hundreds of animals every year in both
Great Britain and Ireland”.
The infection which appeared in Great

Britain - and more recently in Ireland - is
not harmful to the invading species, but
is deadly in most cases for the native red
squirrel. As a result, when grey squirrels

carry the infection and transmit it to red
squirrels, local extinction of red squirrels
is much faster than when only
competition for food resources occur. 
“Thanks to the dedicated work of

scientists in the UK, the crucial role
played by squirrelpox virus in the decline
of red squirrels in Great Britain and
Ireland has been known for many years,”
explained Dr. Romeo and Dr. Nicola
Ferrari also of the University of Milan.
“But nothing was known about the
presence of the infection in grey squirrels
introduced into Italy”. 
The researchers underlined that their

finding does not mean that red squirrels
in Italy are safe from the grey squirrel
invasion: the two species will still
compete for food, with the presence of
the invader leading to the local extinction
of red squirrels in most cases. However,
this process is slower and the absence
of squirrelpox virus gives more time for
the ongoing control and conservation
activities.

“But we cannot lower our guard, new
pockets of grey squirrels of unknown
origin have been reported in the Italian
peninsula, and we cannot exclude a
future emergence of the infection,”
commented Dr. Ferrari. “Surveillance for
squirrelpox virus must continue, to keep
red squirrels safe from this harmful
disease,” he added.
“This is an important piece of work

and the European Squirrel Initiative is
pleased to be associated with it,” said Dr
Craig Shuttleworth, ESI’s scientific
advisor. “Squirrelpox virus in the UK can
speed up the decline of red squirrels by
a factor of up to 20 and more work
needs to be done to protect red squirrels
from this lethal disease,” he added.

The recent issuing by Scottish
National Heritage to Forestry
Commission Scotland of a single
blanket licence to cover all forest
management activities that may
affect red squirrels across the public
forest estate in Scotland has been
questioned by ESI.
Within the licence SNH recognises that

red squirrels are present in the majority of
Scotland’s productive forests and the
licence goes on to give FES staff
permission to fell the trees with red
squirrel dreys present. The licence
granted by SNH to FES covers forest
management activities that may affect
red squirrels and comes under the

Scottish biodiversity strategies aim to
resolve species management issues. The
licence allows what would otherwise be
an illegal activity to take place.
“While we recognise that a number of

checks and balances have been put in
place to ensure that any impact on red
squirrels is mitigated, we cannot
condone the actions of SNH or FES.”
Said Charles Dutton of the European
Squirrel Initiative.
“Both SNH and FES have a duty of

care as regulators to uphold the letter
and spirit of the law and The Wildlife And
Countryside Act of 1981. The licence
granted to FES legitimises an illegal act
on the grounds of economics, and the

concern is if SNH are to give the FES this
blanket licence it follows that a similar
blanket licence should be granted to all
the major land managers in Scotland,
and it therefore follows that most of the
major Scotland land managers will be
exempt from The Wildlife And
Countryside Act with regards to red
squirrels and not just the public estate,”
added Mr Dutton. 
ESI goes on to say that the document

produced by SNH does not deal fully
with the protection of red squirrels and is
inadequate in its recommendations in
harvesting, machine operator
management and in its lack of research
in supporting its proposal. 

Forestry Enterprise Scotland’s policy on
managing red squirrels questioned by ESI

Squirrel pox. © Sarah McNeil.
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News

In work partly funded by ESI an
international team from universities
in Italy, Austria and the US have
used a non-invasive technique to
demonstrate that the occurrence of
grey squirrels causes increased
chronic stress in native red
squirrels. This is caused by
increased levels of glucocorticoid
hormones found in red squirrels
living in proximity to grey squirrels.
These finding are published today in
the Journal of Animal Ecology. 
“It is common knowledge that our red

squirrel is threatened with extinction due
to the effects of the alien American grey
squirrel”, said Dr Francesca Santicchia
and Prof. Adriano Martinoli of the Guido
Tosi Research Group at the University of
Insubria in Italy. “But a new finding is
that one of the mechanisms involved is
an increase in levels of physiological
stress in individual red squirrels induced
by grey squirrels sharing the same
woodland.” 
The research identified that mammals

produce extra amounts of
glucocorticoid hormones when trying to
cope with harmful environmental
stressors. However, when elevated
glucocorticoid concentrations persist
over longer periods of time, they often

have negative effects on an animal’s
fitness. These stress hormones are
metabolized in the gut and excreted into
the faeces, where they can be
quantified as a stress parameter.
Concentrations of glucocorticoid
metabolites were found in the faeces of
red squirrels living in the same forests as
grey squirrels.

In this study, which was supported by
ESI, the researchers produced evidence
which indicated that grey squirrels
caused an increase in the levels of
physiological stress in the native species.
Faecal samples revealed red squirrels
had higher concentrations of
glucocorticoids in forests inhabited by
grey squirrels than in forests without the
alien species. In an additional
experiment, the ecologists trapped and
removed most of the grey squirrels from
four woodlands in North Italy and, as a
result, reported a reduction in
concentrations of faecal glucocorticoids
in red squirrels.
“ESI is pleased to support this

important work which once again
confirms the devastating impact that
grey squirrels have on our native red
squirrels. Evidence like this is invaluable
in informing governments, conservation
bodies, land managers and others of the
importance of controlling grey squirrels,”
added George Farr chairman of ESI.

Grey squirrels cause increased
chronic stress in native red squirrels

Squirrel pox. © Sarah McNeil.

News
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Pine Marten News

Pine martens have been identified
through research carried out by The
Universities of Aberdeen and Galway as
a potential biological grey squirrel control
method. However, while the precise
reason for the decline in grey squirrels
has yet to be determined their impact on
grey squirrel populations has resulted in
the return of red squirrels and the
consequent reduction of damage on
trees and woodlands. Research is
continuing with a number of controlled
releases of pine marten taking place.
“ESI was an early supporter of

research into the effect of pine martens
on red and grey squirrel populations and
recent evidence obtained during a field
visit to Northern Ireland helped us to
further define our position on the role
pine martens may have,” said Charles
Dutton of ESI. “While there is evidence
to show that the presence of pine
martens reduces grey squirrel numbers
we were concerned about potential
collateral damage though the spread of
a protected species such as the pine
marten. However, we were reassured
from the evidence we saw that pine

martens had very little impact on other
fauna, in particular game birds and other
woodland nesting birds.”
ESI’s visit to Northern Ireland took in

two estates which had commercial
shooting interests as well as a variety of
other fauna. Providing normal

precautions were taken regarding
predators there was no significant
perceived impact from pine martens,
other than a reduction on the number of
grey squirrels and a consequent return
of red squirrels in these areas.
“While we can see the positive

benefits of pine martens we do believe
that their spread needs to be treated
with caution and we believe that there
are only certain parts of the UK mainland
where they would have a meaningful
role, particularly the upland and semi-
upland areas, while their presence in
lowland Britain may be less effective, or
indeed not tolerated for a number of
reasons. Part of the concern is that as
pine martens are heavily protected there
must be mechanisms in place to control
populations should their numbers get
out of control or if there is a problem
individual causing significant collateral
damage. The control mechanisms must
be easily accessible and effectively
applied” added Mr Dutton.
In line with other conservation

organisations ESI does not support any
illegal releases of wildlife or the release of
pine martens in an uncontrolled way.

Following a recent study visit to Northern Ireland where pine martens are present in significant numbers and
programme of scientific research the charity has come out in favour of pine martens as an effective method of
control for grey squirrels in the mix of options available to land managers, foresters and conservationists.
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Pine Marten News

In April 2018 ESI organised a “field
trip” to Northern Ireland to examine the
impact of pine martens on the ground
taking evidence from landowners,
gamekeepers, conservationists,
scientists and others.
ESI is of the view that while there is a

considerable amount of scientific
debate surrounding the potential of
pine martens it thought it important to
consult with those people who
experience them first hand in their
environment. Pine Martens have been
present in Ireland for a number of
years, and by talking to those who
experience their impact, not only on
grey squirrels but also other fauna, first
hand would help ESI inform its
position. 
While there is evidence that pine

martens eat grey squirrels (and red
squirrels), it is as yet unclear how
significant this predation might be.
Therefore, while recognising that there

is clear evidence that grey squirrel
numbers significantly decline when
pine marten populations reach a
certain level, it also recognised that
concerns remain regarding the
potential negative impacts that they
may have on other fauna, such as wild
birds, poultry or game. 
The Northern Ireland experience

clearly indicated that while pine
martens may have an impact on other
fauna, on balance it may not be
significant. It is also recognised that
grey squirrels, themselves, do have an
impact on wild birds and that a
reduction in grey squirrel numbers
through pine marten predation would
on the whole be potentially beneficial.
ESI believes that pine martens have

a role to play in controlling grey
squirrels in certain geographical
locations within the UK. Upland, or
semi-upland, areas are clearly best
suited, while their presence in lowland

Britain may be less effective, or indeed
not tolerated, for a number of reasons.
Part of the concern is that as pine
martens are heavily protected, there
must be mechanisms in place to
control populations should their
numbers get out of control or if there is
a problem individual causing significant
collateral damage. The control
mechanisms must be easily accessible
and quickly applied. 
ESI supports the natural spread and

further releases of pine martens on a
local and specifically targeted basis
providing adequate protocols and
controls are in place to ensure that
researchers and landowners can
control problem animals and stop any
unintended collateral damage or other
consequences.
ESI does not support any illegal

releases of wildlife or the widespread
release of pine martens in an
uncontrolled way. 

ESI’s Position On Pine Marten
The European Squirrel Initiative (ESI) has been actively involved in the potential role of the pine martens to help
control grey squirrels for a number of years. It was one of the early funders of Emma Sheehy’s work. ESI has
always taken the view that its position will be guided by evidence and science. To that end it organised a
symposium in London in June 2016 at which a range of scientists, conservationist, foresters and landowners
presented their views.

This is the 36th edition of The Squirrel, and here at ESI we are constantly looking at ways to improve
our communication with our readers and supporters. In order to help improve communication with
you all we will be producing an e-newsletter in addition to the printed magazine that you already

enjoy.  This will also allow us to communicate with our readers more regularly.

Please could you email info@europeansquirrelinitiative.org with your email details or complete the
form below and send to: 

European Squirrel Initiative, 26 Rural Innovations Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LG.

Name ____________________________________________________ Email address _____________________________________________
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Report

In April this year ESI organised a field
visit to Northern Ireland to examine the
effect the indigenes population of pine
marten were having. Scientist, foresters
and landowners were included. ESI
visited two estates, Lord O’Neill’s,
Shanes Castle in Country Antrim and the
Duke of Abercorn’s Baronscourt Estate,
Country Tyrone, both of whom have long
standing pine marten populations,
managed forests and commercial
shoots. The presentation and
discussions during the visit helped
inform the views of ESI and it concluded;

Pine Marten – Northern Ireland
As our supporters will be aware ESI has been involved in research surrounding the impact of pine martens on the
grey squirrel population for many years. The charity funded early pine marten research and organise a very
successful conference in 2016 to look at the science on the subject. Recent re-introduction of pine marten in to
certain parts of England and Wales prompted ESI to organise a visit to Ireland to get an “on the ground”
perspective of pine marten and their impact on grey squirrels and other fauna.

1. The presence of pine marten causes the decline in grey squirrel numbers though
the mechanism for this is not clear. Pine marten do predate on grey squirrels
although it is believed that the decline in grey squirrels may be due to other
factors such as an increase in stress levels.

2. Pine marten predate on wild birds, as do grey squirrels, but it was felt that a
decline in grey squirrel numbers would overall be beneficial to wild bird
populations.

3. Well keepered shoots do not appear to have faced game bird losses through pine
marten predation. Particular care needs to be taken with release pens and simple
steps followed to insure pine martens are kept out.

4. Unprotected poultry and small unmanaged shoots have seen some predation by
pine martens, but this was not significant.

Page 9

ESI Squirrel Issue 36 (12pp)_Layout 1  22/11/2018  12:02  Page 10



Page 10

Report

A Release Pen at Shanes Castle
Head keeper Bill Storer told ESI that the grey squirrel arrived about 25 yrs ago
and in their best year, they killed 800 sqs, then 700, then 500.  Now its about
100 per year, with an influx coming in from the Antrim end of the estate.

Pine martens arrived about 5 yrs ago and Mr Storer believed that stress
caused the greys to leave.

He went on to say that he had not had any significant predation by the
Martens over the years, nor did he have to put up additional electric wires on
his release pens.

Grey squirrel kill numbers dropped off when the pine martens arrived.

A release pen at Baronscourt
A newly expanded release pen, note the construction of the wire; a floppy top
section of plastic netting over hanging at the top.  

The wire netting at the bottom is turned out and pegged.

Note the lack of cover in the bottom of the pen, the keeper was very happy with
this as she did not want the birds to stay they too long!  Keep it cold for them,
but great roosting in the norway spruce.  The norway spruce had been planted
as a nurse crop with poplar, which had just been felled.

Other observations were that pine
martens were being blamed for mink
kills on lambs, they live in semi-urban
areas and foxes predate on pine
martens but in keepered shoots where
foxes are controlled there is less of an
impact on them.
Speaking during the visit Charles

Dutton, from ESI, said “clearly there are
positive benefits from the presence of
pine marten however we also believe
that their spread needs to be treated
with caution and there are only going to
be certain parts of the UK mainland
where they will have a meaningful role,
particularly the upland and semi-upland
areas, while their presence in lowland
Britain may be less effective, or indeed
not tolerated for a number of reasons.
Part of the concern is that as pine
marten are heavily protected there must
be mechanisms in place to control
populations should their numbers get
out of control. These control
mechanisms must be easily acceptable
and applied.”
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Grey Squirrel on the Menu Recipes from Game to Eat

Southern Fried Squirrel
Ingredients and Methods
2 Squirrels (jointed)
200ml buttermilk
200g plain flour
1 tbsp corn flour
1 tbsp garlic powder
1 tbsp paprika
1 tbsp chilli
1 tsp salt
1 tsp pepper
1 litre vegetable oil

Cover the squirrel joints in buttermilk, cover and
place in the fridge overnight (8+ hours).
Add the flour, corn flour, garlic powder, paprika,
chill, salt and pepper to a large bowl and mix well.
Remove the squirrel from the fridge and allow to
reach room temperature.
Heat the vegetable oil to just before boiling point
Take the squirrel pieces out of the buttermilk and
cover each one completely in the flour mix before
placing on a wire rack
Cook the squirrel in the oil in batches for around
five minutes, allowing the meat to cool for at least
five minutes
Goes exceedingly well with some home-made
chips and coleslaw

The Grey Squirrel
Management Handbook

The Grey Squirrel 
Ecology & Management of an Invasive Species in Europe

I enclose a cheque for ______________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Postcode _________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________

Please make your cheque payable to: 
European Squirrel Initiative and post it with this form to: 
European Squirrel Initiative, 26 Rural Innovation
Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire,CV8 2LG.
(Your book(s) will be despatched within five working days)

If you have any queries about your order you can call us    
on +44 (0)2476 992360 or email us 
info@europeansquirrelinitiative.org

Order Form

The Grey Squirrel 
Management Handbook 

By Charles Dutton

The Grey Squirrel
Ecology & Management of 
an Invasive Species in Europe

by Craig M. Shuttleworth

Qty.

£15.00 + £5.00 P&P per book 

£30.00 + £6.00 P&P per book 
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